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ments made within this publication. Opinions or comments from any contributor are not necessarily those of the West 
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Martin Gliddon 

Editorial 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

I would like to say a huge thank you to all those who gave such great feed-

back on the last Magazine. It was all very positive and I have seriously taken 

it all on board and complied with this issue, even down to the colour coordi-

nation, which most people seemed to want and like. 

In the best tradition of plans, mice and men, this editorial was all completed 

and ready to go a few weeks before the publication deadline date. Then 

along came Coronavirus which turned the world upside down...So instead 

of talking about what a great 50th Jubilee year the Section is planning, I now 

have to report the cancellation of all events up to June 30th 2020. What will 

happen after that is anybody’s guess, so please keep looking on the events 

page of the website, where you will find the latest news regarding the Sec-

tion and what is happening. One thing is certain though, we all have to be 

vigilant and look after ourselves and loved ones, so please, please, please 

follow the advice given by the Government and Medical people and above 

all...STAY SAFE. 

Martin Gliddon 

As always, I look forward to your contribution. Please send your articles, 

pictures etc. to me by email at  rrecwestmids@gmail.com or by snail mail to 

84 Frobisher Road, Coventry CV3 6NA 
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Martin Gliddon 

Important Notes 

 

Coronavirus 

The speed with which this deadly virus has swamped the whole world is 
unbelievable, and of course everyday life has pretty much gone into lock-
down with most, if not all events of any kind being cancelled or postponed. 
We took the decision a short while ago to cancel all the events in which we 
are involved with as we felt we had to act responsibly to our membership. 
Let’s face facts, none of us are getting any younger and with our increasing 
age we tend to fall foul of “underlying” health problems, which is not really 
a great place to be when this virus is around. 
 
Our Section Chairman, Mike Ridley officially announces the cancellations  
on page 24 in this Magazine, but at the time of writing, we are looking at 
the Large Model Aircraft Display at RAF Cosford as possibly being our first 
event of the season. However, the very popular Jaguars at RAF Cosford has 
just been cancelled, which doesn’t bare well for us.  If things change, an-
nouncements will be made on the Section Website and directly by email to 
all those we have email addresses for.  There are no loose leaf entry forms 
with this edition for obvious reasons, and if the situation changes, we will 
endeavour to get them out to you… 
 
Most of the articles in this edition were written before the decision was 
made to cancel so many events, so if the mention of the “forthcoming Clas-
sic Car season” is mentioned, please ignore it! 
 

 

www.rrecwestmids.com. 



 5 

 

New and views from the Section 

Chairman Mike Ridley 

 

Chairman’s Chat 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

We all experienced the effects of storms Ciara, Dennis and Jorge to varying 
degrees and in my part of the world, close to Ironbridge, with great disrup-
tion and inconvenience. However, spare a thought for The Hunt House, 
RREC Headquarters, which have, and still are, being hit by storm Hardy. 
  
Let me explain. 
 
You will have read in Spirit & Speed, Issue 358, of the resignation of our 
Finance Director, Knud Blaesberg who, during his term of office and with 
the assistance of the Chairman, Ian Hick , had brought about an enormous 
improvement in the financial situation of the Club. They moved it from 
being a loss making enterprise to one making a welcome surplus. 
 
Following Knud’s resignation and even before it had been announced, a 
Club member by the name of Mark Hardy, turned up at Hunt House and 
declared he was an accountant and offered to help in producing the cur-
rent year end accounts. This fortuitous offer was readily accepted and Har-
dy set to work, creating a good and helpful impression, to the extent that 
he was offered and accepted the vacant position of Finance Director. 
Matters took a turn for the worse at the beginning of this calendar year 
when, in his own words, Hardy unearthed a ‘can of worms’ in the ac-
counts. He claimed that proper procedures were not being followed and 
that individuals were benefiting from unauthorised personal expenditure. 
His  once helpful manner was said to move from pleasant to abrasive, rude 
and aggressive, causing a major rift in the relationship between himself 
and other Directors. Matters became so bad between Hardy and Chair-
man, Ian Hick, that the latter resigned from the Board on his doctor’s ad-
vice. 
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A Board meeting was convened on 2nd March with item 5 being a “Proposal 
that Mark Hardy be expelled from the Club pursuant to Article 11” which 
relates to a members conduct. I was present at this meeting as an observer 
representing our Section and I have to report that proceedings were sham-
bolic. Mark Hardy was present, sat at the Board Table, was asked to vacate 
this position, refused and stale mate ensued. He claimed he was a Director, 
the Board claimed he was not, despite item 6 being, “Rectification of the 
appointment of Mark Hardy as a director of RREC Ltd”. 
 
Bearing in mind that I and other observers were encouraged to air their 
views, contributions often meandered off the subject under discussion and 
it frequently fell to myself and a colleague from Yorkshire Section, to ask 
the Chairman to take control and concentrate on the matter in hand. This 
meeting was not an edifying event, but at least two positives came out of it.  
 
Firstly, my colleague from Yorkshire, Alan Rowlinson, a very experienced 
and capable business man, offered to assist the finance staff at Hunt House 
to finalise the year end accounts and see that they were accepted by the 
Auditors. This offer was readily accepted. Secondly, and just prior to my 
departure at 4.30pm (I could take no more), I made a request to the Board. 
I stated that Mark Hardy had made a number of points concerning the 
proper governance of the Clubs finances. The Board should address those 
points that they knew to be incorrect and give full explanation as to why 
they rebutted them. There were undoubtedly some areas where criticism 
was valid, and the Board should acknowledge these and state what steps 
they would take to remedy these shortcomings.  I stated that to have some-
one raise accusations of mismanagement or worse and then simply dismiss 
them would raise suspicion amongst the membership. A lack of clarity and 
openness fosters suspicion. Transparency is the most fertile environment in 
which the Club can thrive. Members of the Board nodded their assent. We 
wait to see if they carry it through. In conclusion I would say, with absolute 
conviction, that I believe the majority of the Board are good honest folk 
who are doing their best for the Club and its members. They, like us, are 
human and therefore can make mistakes from time to time. It is not for any 
one of us to criticise their shortcomings unless we are prepared to step up 
to the plate in their stead.  
 
 

www.rrecwestmids.com. 
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Post Script 11/03/2020. 

It is with some relief that I can report to you that Alan Rowlinson completed 
his work on the year end accounts in record time and, by Friday of last week, 
had them agreed and signed off by the auditors. 

Much more importantly, he found no evidence of skulduggery or suspect 
accounting. 

There is an urgent need to better organise the management of the Club and 
that opportunity will arise at the forthcoming AGM. We have at our disposal 
all the elements to make the Club work better in the sole interests of its 
members. I will communicate these ideas to you in separate correspond-
ence prior to the AGM and would then urge you to use your vote to good 
effect. I am sure that, like myself, many of you have not bothered to vote in 
the past. In the interests of making this Club work for us, its members, on 
this occasion I will ask you all to make our voice heard. 

I wish you all well over the coming months and look forward to seeing you 
at the great events we have organised between now and June.  
 

 

www.rrecwestmids.com. 
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Section President 

David Parkes 

Presidential Prose 

www.rrecwestmids.com. 

  

The classic car season is nearly upon us, so it is time to prepare your pride 

and joy ready to meet all those who take a keen interest in all makes from 

the 20's to the present. If you wish for a good day out then a visit to 

Brightwells of Leominster to view the large selection of cars for sale is well 

worth it. However by the time you receive this magazine, the first sale will 

have taken place on 4th March. I have noted there are a few RR&B includ-

ed, a 1962 S2 Bentley which has spent thirty years in an American Collec-

tion before being shipped back to the U.K. Seems good value with a guide 

of £25-28K. There is also a Silver Cloud , but the re-trimmed interior gives 

one indigestion. A very nice 1930 Packard with rumble seat coupe body es-

timate £54-60K. The next sale of classics will take place on 20th May. When 

I look at these old cars it takes me back to our family connection with Rolls-

Royce & Bentley Motor Cars. My father bought a 20hp in 1930 and contin-

ued with the brand until his passing in 1997 when I took over the custodian 

of the Silver Shadow, which now enters into over fifty years of family own-

ership. I can say with ninety years of dedication to Rolls-Royce it makes one 

feel proud that this company has now become a metaphor for anything 

that is top quality. 
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With all the years that have passed there have been many stories told some 

true, some...well here are some and I will leave it up to you whether you 

believe them or not? 

In 1939, Adolph Hitler's attempt to buy the only Silver Wraith in the Third 

Reich was frustrated by a midnight 'phone call from Rolls-Royce's Conduit 

Street Office, ordering the car into Poland. After a 300 miles the car crossed 

the border pursued by an entire Panzer division, the date was September 

1st...the rest is history...  

 

One of the first men to have a 'phone in his Rolls-Royce was show -biz king 

Jack Hylton.  Shortly after (so the story goes) Lew Grade anxious not to be 

left behind in the status race, also had one installed,  His first call was to the 

car of his arch-rival. The devastating reply from Hylton's chauffeur "I'm sorry 

Mr. Hylton in on the other 'phone! 

 

Section President 

David Parkes 

Anecdotes 
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All welcome at these wonderful 

events 

Simply turn up  

Informal Events 2020 

 All informal events for 2020 are on a simply turn up from 12:00 noon basis- 
no booking required.  

 

 

There will be no informal events until 30/6/2020 when the situation will be  
     reviewed:- 

 

  16th Jul The Oakley Arms, Brewood ST19 9BQ 

  20th Aug Dodford Inn, Dodford B61 9BG 

  17th Sep Kinnersley Arms, Ironbridge, Shropshire, SY5 6RN 

  15th Oct The Millstone Hare, Southam CV47 2DL 

  19th Nov Fleur de Lys, Lowsonford B95 5HJ 

 

All dates are now PROVISIONAL and are subject to change or cancellation 

Further details can be found on the Section Website 
www.rrecwestmids.com 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

At the time of going to print, these events are still going ahead 

https://www.rrecwestmids.com
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Join us at these Formal Events - 

Booking Essential 

 

Formal Events 2020 

All the listed events have to be booked prior to attending.  Forms for these 
will be either found on the Section Website, sent as an email or included 
with the relevant copy of the Section Magazine. 

  

There will be no formal events until 30/6/2020 when the situation will be 
reviewed:- 

 

At the time of going to print, these events are still going ahead 

 Sun 5th Jul      Large Model Aircraft show, RAF Cosford WV7 3EX  

 Mon 31st Aug  Pershore Plum Festival  WR10 1BB  

 Thu 22nd Oct   Pudding Club, Mickleton  GL55 6SB  

 Sun 15th Nov   An afternoon with ???  

 (venue and special guest to be announced) 

 Sun Dec 6th      AGM/Xmas Lunch (venue to be announced) 

 

All dates are now PROVISIONAL and are subject to change or cancellation 

Further details can be found on the Section Website 
www.rrecwestmids.com 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

https://www.rrecwestmids.com
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George Simpson 

My Collection 

Section Member George 

Simpson has sent in a few 

photographs of his won-

derful collection of cars. 

The first picture is of a spe-

cial charity event George 

attends every year and is 

the annual Father Christ-

mas run at St. Peter's gar-

den centre Worcester, 

which he has done for the 

last 15 years, in aid of local 

charities. 

 

The second picture 

shows George’s col-

lection at a show at 

Wadworth’s Brew-

ery a few years ago. 



 17 

 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

 

Peter Edwards 

Indian Wedding 

An Indian friend of Peter Edwards recently asked him if he could have the 

use of Merlin, Peter’s beautiful 1978 Silver Shadow II for his daughter’s wed-

ding in Royal Leamington 

Spa. Peter’s friend turns 

out to be one of the best 

auto electricians around, 

so Peter could hardly say 

no. As can be seen in the 

pictures, a fine day en-

sued and the wedding 

went without a hitch.  

 

Looking at the pictures 

though, I can’t decide 

which looks the better,  

Peter’s car or the beauti-

ful outfits the ladies are 

wearing...I’ll let you de-

cide! 
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16th January 2020 

Martin Gliddon 

Washford Mill 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

 

Seventeen hardy souls made their way to our first informal lunch of the new 

season, held at the Washford Mill in Studley. This was in fact a Miller and 

Carter Steak House with little in the way of the name Washford Mill show-

ing on the outside of the building. Whilst this might have confused some of 

our members, everyone seemed to have found their way in and we don’t 

appear to have lost anyone. 

Only five proper cars managed to 

attend, which was probably down to  

the inclement weather, it really 

poured down as we left, and it being 

so early in the season.  

Everyone enjoyed the sumptuous 

fare that was provided and left with 

probably a few more pounds 

around their middles, although 

their wallets were a few pounds 

lighter.  The venue coped admira-

bly with the sudden influx of our 

section members even though 

there was some musical chair ar-

ranging when we all arrived... 
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Pics by Krystyna Boyes and Steve Plimmer 

14th February 2020 

Mike Ridley 

Valentine’s Lunch 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

Our first formal 

event of the New 

Year on Valentine’s 

Day, 

when we had a large 

gathering of mem-

bers at the Valley 

Hotel, Ironbridge in 

Shropshire. 

Two things added to 

the success of this 

event, the first  

Above: A line up of some of the 

proper cars that attended. 

 

 

Left:  John Andrews’ 1930 

20/25hp with personalised 

bodywork built by a previous 

owner 
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being that Storm Dennis kindly delayed its arrival until the following day, 

meaning we could all travel in safety 

and comfort. 

The second was the participation of 

members that we had not seen before 

or for a very long time. This is very grati-

fying and justifies our use of e-mails and 

telephone to encourage people along. 

We had an excellent meal followed by 

superb entertainment and you can see 

from one of the pics, members enthusi-

astically participating in a rendition of 

Sweet Caroline with arms waving and 

everyone singing at the top of their voic-

es, some even in tune! 

Steve Plimmer’s 1934 20/25HP Saloon 



 22 

 

 

8th March 2020 

Christine Oatridge 

Welcome Lunch 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

A fine Spring day, punctuated by 

the odd shower saw 35 mem-

bers and guests to our Welcome 

Lunch at the Golf Pavilion at 

Nailcote Hall where all enjoyed a 

wonderful three course meal in 

very convivial surroundings.  

It was very pleasant to see old 

friends and make the acquaint-

ance of some new ones and hopefully prospective Section Members. The 

meals were superbly cooked and efficiently served by a small team of Nail-

cote Hall Hotel staff who coped admirably in waiting the five tables and the 

bar. 

Meanwhile, outside in the car park there was a splendid display of eleven 

machines of  both Bentley and Rolls-Royce, old and new. 

All too soon the afternoon was over and the feedback from leaving mem-

bers and guests was very positive. It was really nice to hear from those who 

had never attended a Section event before, saying that they were sure that 

it wouldn’t be the last event they attended...let’s hope they keep to their 

word and we will see them again over the coming months 
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20th March 2020 

Mike Ridley 

Coronavirus 

 
Yesterday I sat and listened to press conferences by the Director General of 
the World Health Organisation and our Prime Minister, flanked by the chief 
scientific officer, Sir Patrick Vallance and Professor Chris Whitty, the chief 
medical officer. 
 
It was obvious from what they all said, that the battle against this virus will 
not be won in laboratories and research institutions alone, but with the 
help of ordinary people like you and me. We all share a responsibility to 
defeat this scourge. 
 
The main thrust of their argument was that we needed to do everything to 
slow the progress of this disease, such that the NHS would not be over-
whelmed and could cope with the additional burden, whilst still being able 
to help people with other and unrelated acute conditions. In short, we 
were being asked to do everything in our power to avoid catching and pass-
ing on the disease. 
 
More specifically, those of us over 70 years of age are more likely to suffer 
the effects of contagion. It is therefore suggested that, as much as possible 
we should self-isolate, avoiding contact with others. It is also suggested 
that this is not a short term fix and could last for months. 
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We are a responsible organisation, populated by intelligent and responsible 
people. You will therefore understand the decision that has been taken to 
cancel all events within the Section, including the informal lunches, up to 
the 30th June 2020.  
 
Hunt House has now cancelled the Annual Rally at Burghley. 
 
Some of you will have paid deposits in respect of The St Georges Day Drive 
and also the Anniversary Break at Chateau Impney. You will receive a full 
refund in respect of St Georges Day, but you will have to give me a little 
time to try and retrieve payments made in respect of the Chateau event. 
What is certain is that, the longer we delay a decision, the more of your 
money will be committed by way of deposits, with no guarantee of getting a 
refund. 
 
Your disappointment at these cancellations cannot be greater than those of 
myself and members of your committee, who have put in a lot of work ar-
ranging them. Right now we must act for the common good, but when all 
this is over, I promise you one hell of a party. 
 
 
Mike Ridley 
Section Chairman 
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5th July 2020 

Mike Ridley 

Large Model Air Show 

This is an event not to be missed. As you can see from the photo, these 
‘models’ are quite spectacular, some with wingspans of up to 14 feet. 
This is also a very inexpensive and great value day out. The normal entry 
charge for adults is £12, but we enjoy a charge of only £5, and children un-
der 16 years old  get in free. 
 
The displays start from 9am and continue until 5pm, but you can arrive and 
leave whenever suits you. 
 
We will be allocated our own parking area so that we can enjoy  a commu-
nal picnic (please bring your own picnic), whilst watching the displays. We 
do ask you to try and attend in your club car and as this presents an addi-
tional attraction for the public and is appreciated by the organisers in re-
turn for their discounted price. 
 
You will need a pass for each adult, so I would ask you to complete and 
submit the application form when it is published, together with your pay-
ment. 
 
Remember!!! – children under 16 years enter free of charge, so bring along 
the kids or grandkids. They will love it. 
 

At the time of going to press, this event has not been cancelled. 
Please keep checking the Events page on the Section Website for up 

to date information 

Future Formal Events 
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