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A beautiful line-up at the Gardner’s picnic last year 
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President: David Parkes  010684 561 119     

ddparkes@waitrose.com 

Chairman: Mike Ridley  01952 796 579 or 07890 166 408     

mikeridley@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary :  Christine Oatridge   07983 988 707     

secretaryrrecwestmidlands@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Vacant 

Magazine Editor:  Graham Greenwood   07960 164 897  

g.greenwood@blueyounder.co.uk 

Webmaster: Martin Gliddon    07979 522 882 

martin.gliddon@icloud.com 

Nick Haes  01902 847 848 

sales@thelawnmowerhospital.co.uk 

Rob Fisher: 01562 755 617 

fishernewdyne@gmail.com 

 

Contributions for inclusion in the  Section Magazine should be sent to: 

Graham Greenwood, 22 Barnwood Close, Redditch, B98 9JE or by 

email to  g.greenwood@blueyonder.co.uk 

Your Committee 

President:                David Parkes  01684 311 349   

                ddparkes@waitrose.com 

Chairman:                Mike Ridley  01952 796 579 or 07890 166 408    

                mikeridley@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary:                 Christine Oatridge   07983 988 707     

                secretaryrrecwestmidlands@gmail.com 

Treasurer:                   Position Vacant 

Business Manager:   Graham Greenwood   07960 164 879   

                g.greenwood@blueyonder.co.uk 

Media:                Martin Gliddon    07979 522 882  

                rrecwestmids@gmail.com 

 

Other Committee Members 

Stuart Dobbie: 01926 817535      stuartdobbie@btinternet.com 

Nick Haes:  01902 847 848          sales@thelawnmowerhospital.co.uk 

Rob Fisher: 01562 755 617          fishernewdyne@gmail.com 

Contributions for inclusion in the Section Magazine should be sent to: 

Martin Gliddon, 84 Frobisher Road, Coventry, CV3 6NA or by email to 

rrecwestmids@gmail.com   

 Copy deadline for the Spring magazine is March 20th 2021 

 
Your Committee 

www.rrecwestmids.com 2 

The Editor, West Midlands Section nor the RREC cannot and will not accept responsibility for any product or service state-

ments made within this publication. Opinions or comments from any contributor are not necessarily those of the West 

Midlands Section, the RREC, Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motors, or the Editor. Copying  in any form, printed or electronic. Is 

strictly prohibited 

mailto:stuartdobbie@btinternet.com
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Martin Gliddon 

Editorial 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

As the new year begins, we can only hope that 2021 will be a lot different 
than its predecessor. My personal thoughts are that the vaccination       
campaign that is now under way will go  a long way to alleviate a lot of the  
problems and hopefully we shall return to a form of normality and start 
once more some form of events program. 

In fact, this has already started with events being prepared and advertised 
further on in this Magazine 

On a happier note, the RREC Board has been completely changed, with the 
exception of two existing members and they have already started to make 
inroads into changing the Club in a huge and much better way. We had a 
“Zoom” meeting with the Board a short time ago and I have to report it was 
like a breath of fresh air that Club Member’s ideas were being seriously 
looked at and indeed put forward to become part of RREC life. In the same 
light, your section will shortly announce some major changes in the way it is 
run, which will be beneficial to ALL members who live in our catchment  
area...watch this space for further details. With a bright future ahead, your 
section really does need you NOW! So please, consider joining us on the 
Committee 

Keep Well and Keep Safe. 

Martin Gliddon 

 

As always, I look forward to your contribution. Please send your articles, 
pictures etc. to me by email at rrecwestmids@gmail.com or by snail mail to 
84 Frobisher Road, Coventry CV3 6NA 
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www.rrecwestmids.com 

New and views from the Section 

Chairman Mike Ridley 

 

Chairman’s Chat 

 
 
 
 
 

 
This has been an eventful few months with discontent concerning the Board 
of Directors being paramount. That issue is now resolved with a clean 
sweep and a new Board that has hit the ground running. 
It is gratifying to see that they have a clear idea as to which are the          
priorities and a refreshing way in tackling them. I and two other members of 
your committee have already participated in a Zoom meeting to discuss  
issues affecting Sections and Registers, pooling ideas and experiences and          
establishing the most effective practices. 
 
Your committee is in the process of considering some major changes as a 
result of this meeting. Further such meetings are planned on a quarterly 
basis which means that we continue to glean good ideas for our section, but 
that the Board fully understands our needs and desires and can act          
accordingly. It is early days but the omens are good and the enthusiasm and 
determination of this Board is palpable. 
 
To bring about these improvements for our Section requires effort and   
expertise. For that reason I ask you now, would you consider participating 
as a member of the Section’s committee. We certainly need a treasurer,     
someone with knowledge of the printing trade, help with organising events 
and someone to gather articles for our magazine.  
 
These jobs are not onerous if we have a group of willing members to share 
the various tasks and we do try to keep committee meetings to an absolute 
minimum. 
 
If you think you would enjoy such participation, do give me or any other 
member of the committee a call.  
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www.rrecwestmids.com 

It remains regrettable that we cannot fill this issue of the magazine with lots 
of wonderful events for you to enjoy with your precious cars. We don’t even 
know when the pubs will be open so we can meet for an informal lunch. 
However, we need to have some preparation in place and, for that reason, 
we have included details in this issue of a 3 day break in June.  
 
We will of course be planning a full programme of events immediately after 
Xmas and will keep you fully informed. I am sure the continued restrictions 
on our activities and the wonderfully welcome vaccinations will allow us to 
return to near normal very soon. 
 
Until then, my best wishes to you all 
Mike Ridley 

Rolls Royce Silver Shadow 11 1978  Mileage 95,000 

Price £13,500 

 In the last three years  I’ve spent £10.000..Rather than spend money 
making it look like it’s just come out of a showroom, I spent it on making 
the car usable and reliable.  

Further details on the Classified sales page of the Section Website - 
www.rrecwestmids.com 

Contact Roger Phillips Mobile 07850 315257 Email Rphilstrat@aol.com  

 
 

For Sale 
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All welcome at these wonderful 

events 

 

Informal Events 2020 

 All informal events for 2020 are from 12:00 noon. But... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further details can be found on the Section Website 
www.rrecwestmids.com 

 

For those members without internet access, please ring a committee    
member for the latest news on events 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

Regrettably, at the time of going to print there are no           

forthcoming informal events due to Government Covid           

restrictions 

https://www.rrecwestmids.com
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Join us at these Formal Events - 

Booking Essential 

 

Formal Events 2020 

All the listed events have to be booked prior to attending.  Booking details 
can be found in the magazine or forms for these will be either found on the  
events page of the Section Website, sent as an email or included with the 
relevant copy of the Section Magazine. 

  

21st - 24th June - Our Three Day Summer Event - Please see Page 10 

25th - 27th June - RREC Annual Rally at Burghley House - details to follow 

30th July - 1st August - Silverstone Classic - Please see Page 8 

 

 

 

 

Further details can be found on the Section Website 
www.rrecwestmids.com 

 

For those members without internet access, please ring a committee mem-
ber for the latest news on events 

 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

https://www.rrecwestmids.com
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Dear Members, 
After many years away we are planning to return to this fabulous 

event.  The Silverstone Classic will celebrate its 30th year in 2021 and is now 

one of the country's premier classic car racing events.  Not only are there 

thousands of cars to see on the club stands but there is a whole weekend 

of racing with various classes of cars from old to (relatively) new. 

 

The event runs over a 3-day weekend and has so much to see and 

do.  Check it out at www.silverstoneclassic.com.  The Paulerspury Section 

have registered us as an attending car club which provides us with an           

in-field display area for Club cars and special discounting.  You can come on 

any day, multiple days or book a weekend pass and it is open to members 

of all RREC Sections. 

 

 

To book your tickets go to the website www.silverstoneclassic.com/

tickets and choose your tickets from the “Car Club Display” options (the 

second set of tickets on the screen).  Car Club Display tickets are effectively 

a 2-for-1 offer using our special code 139CCD2021 and provide two adult 

entry tickets and a car pass for the in-field display.  The prices shown are 

full price until you apply this code at the checkout stage.  For example, a 

whole 3-day weekend pass for two adults costs £105 (plus £7.50 processing 

and mailing) when the code is used.  Club car packages are only for sale 

until 31 May 2021 or until they run out. 

 

 

Silverstone Classic 
30 July - 1 August 2021 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

https://rrec.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e430d69fbc8af755d0416cc0&id=e8a4c60d8c&e=5e604499cc
https://rrec.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e430d69fbc8af755d0416cc0&id=3d9b0c8829&e=5e604499cc
https://rrec.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e430d69fbc8af755d0416cc0&id=3d9b0c8829&e=5e604499cc
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Please note that the booking is only complete once you provide your car 

details (a link to do this is sent via e-mail after you buy the tickets).  Also 

note that cars need to be on display and static for the whole day           

(10am- 5pm) as this is a busy, public event.  Only Club cars are allowed into 

the in-field display area and it must be the car you register (although, there 

is a form to change your Club car details if necessary). 

Come along and join in the fun at a legendary venue and only a few miles 

from the Hunt House. 

 

Steven D Murray 

Treasurer – Paulerspury Section 

Steven.Murray@rrecpaulerspury.org.uk  

www.rrecwestmids.com 

mailto:Steven.Murray@rrecpaulerspury.org.uk?subject=Silverstone%20Classic%20eBulletin
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Mike Ridley 

Three Day Summer Event 

Summer Break 
 
Everyone is welcome to our 3-day summer break, which will dovetail nicely 
in with the National Rally. So make a week of it with us from Monday 21st to 
Thursday 24th June and then Burghley from Thursday to Saturday. 
 
We will be staying at the Three Ways House Hotel in Mickleton, Chipping 
Campden, the home of the world famous Pudding Club. Our programme 
consists of the following; 
Monday lunchtime, gather at the Broadway Tower, the highest point in the 
Cotswolds, with staggering views and excellent facilities for lunch and      
refreshment. 
Onward to our hotel where we will experience the gourmet extravaganza of 
the Pudding Club. A modest main course followed by the presentation by 
the Pudding Master, with all due ceremony, of no less than six puddings, of 
which you can try every one. 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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Three Ways House Hotel 

...more yummy puddings! 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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On Tuesday we are off to nearby Stratford on Avon, where we will enjoy a 
fascinating ‘behind the scenes’ tour of the Royal Shakespeare Company. 
After lunch, we will relax with a 90minute cruise along the beautiful River 
Avon. 
 
On Wednesday we drive to the Royal Worcester Porcelain works where we 
will enjoy an introductory talk by Roger Green, who was one of their Master 
Potters, followed by a tour of their museum. 
After lunch, we visit Madresfield Court, near Malvern. This wonderful house 
has been in the Lygon family for over 400 years. 
It’s then back to the hotel for our final night party with some excellent     
entertainment and allowing you to dance off the effects of all those        
puddings  
 
Hotel costs are £540 per couple and £375 per single, which you pay the   
hotel on departure. To reserve a room, telephone the hotel on 01386 
438429 and have your debit/credit card details handy. (3 night stay) 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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Madresfield Court 

Please send a deposit of £170 per couple or £85 per single, to cover costs of 
entertainment, trips and wine to 
Mike Ridley, Eden House, Birch Row, Broseley, TF12 5NP or mikerid-
ley@hotmail.co.uk, BACS, sort code  
30-15-39, A/c 00337771 . 
Cheques payable to West Midlands Section RREC. 
 
I appreciate that some of our members live close by to the hotel and some 
of our visits. If you do not wish to stay at the hotel for 3 nights or wish to 
give some of the visits a miss, just let me know and I will calculate the cost 
of your revised package. You will still need to book your required              
accommodation directly with the hotel, but I will do the rest. 
I look forward to seeing you all in the Cotswolds. 
Mike Ridley 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

mailto:mikeridley@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mikeridley@hotmail.co.uk
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Pics by George Zdanko 

George Zdanko 

Silver Spur Renovation 

 

My interest in Rolls-Royce cars goes back to my pre-teen years, when 
large exotic cars were just a pipe-dream to a boy raised in a Polish    
re-settlement camp. However by my teens, I took on a winding &   
uphill path of vehicles such as Daimler Conquest, Rover 105S, than in 
my twenties & thirties a Jaguar Mark IX, Daimler Majestic Major, 
Daimler DS420 (the last three are still with me today) and a Jensen 
Interceptor. Daimler motoring, by the way, still plays a very large part 
in my motoring life. 
  
 
 
Utopia..!! The first Rolls-Royce car in my life became a Crewe built 
car, a Silver Wraith II, which I still have   today… and as we’ve just 
gone rather forcefully into business, following redundancy, the      
tenure in much larger warehouse premises than we needed as a   
business, meant that space to extend my motoring  fantasy was a  
rather convivial bonus… And so it came to fruit.  A 20-25 Gurney 
Nutting Sports saloon followed and joined me, of course needing a 
mammoth amount of work, a restoration and a complete new body, 
Sedanca de Ville, which is still ongoing. Then twenty years ago I 
bought a 1987 E-reg Silver Spur fuel-injected motor car, the subject of 
this short article.  

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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www.rrecwestmids.com 

 

At the time it needed some work on the suspension, brakes and     
hydraulics and a general tidy-up of body and paint.   
 
 
  
I used the car extensively in the intervening years and even took it 
over to Paris in 2001, packed-full with musical equipment, keyboards, 
amplifiers and speakers. The real purpose was to take a bride and 
groom to a wedding in the centre of Paris, in a proper car, and then 
onto Cercle Militaire hotel, where I also did a recital at some part of 
the reception which followed the wedding.  A holiday followed in and 
around Auxerre, an area we know quite well, with well-meaning     
natives and friends, whose hospitality was much more than generous.  
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www.rrecwestmids.com 
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Happy days. Sadly, to put a damp squid on the otherwise pleasant 
experience, when parked outside the church in Paris in full wedding 
regalia and ribbons, but un-attended, one jealous individual stubbed 
out a cigarette butt on the Silver Spurs bonnet. 
  
 
Another French wedding in Chelles two years ago and the Silver Spur 
was pressed into service again, “Ooh la la’s”  aplenty from the     
wedding guests, as the grand belle voiture was decked with bouquets 
and ribbons over its bonnet, it really made an impressive sight.   
However, upon my return from France, I vowed that the car would 
get a “makeover” once the workshop queue with other projects   
subsides. 
  
 
So here goes!!  – and whilst I anticipated a fair amount of work, I was 
not quite prepared to view the amount of rust in all four              
wheel-arches and both sills, where there was only slight bubbling  
underneath the shiny paint. But so be it. The car gave me so much 
motoring & life enjoyment and I must repay it. It must be done. Of 
course, a full respray will follow, and as a bonus, all the veneered 
woodwork in the interior, will be re-lacquered too. 
  
 

Whilst the Silver Spur will be out of service for the  immediate future, 
I will use my Daimler Double Six 6 litre LWB car, a good Browns Lane 
substitute to the Silver Spur. And perhaps the Silver Wraith II, too…??  

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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Martin Gliddon 

Lockdown Laughter 
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