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President: David Parkes  010684 561 119     

ddparkes@waitrose.com 

Chairman: Mike Ridley  01952 796 579 or 07890 166 408     

mikeridley@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary :  Christine Oatridge   07983 988 707     

secretaryrrecwestmidlands@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Vacant 

Magazine Editor:  Graham Greenwood   07960 164 897  

g.greenwood@blueyounder.co.uk 

Webmaster: Martin Gliddon    07979 522 882 

martin.gliddon@icloud.com 

Nick Haes  01902 847 848 

sales@thelawnmowerhospital.co.uk 

Rob Fisher: 01562 755 617 

fishernewdyne@gmail.com 

 

Contributions for inclusion in the  Section Magazine should be sent to: 

Graham Greenwood, 22 Barnwood Close, Redditch, B98 9JE or by 

email to  g.greenwood@blueyonder.co.uk 

Your Committee 

President:                David Parkes  01684 311 349   

                daveandbp.RR20@outlook.com  

Chairman:                Mike Ridley  01952 796 579 or 07890 166 408    

                mikeridley@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary:                 Christine Oatridge   07983 988 707     

                secretaryrrecwestmids@gmail.com  

Treasurer:                   Stuart Dobbie  01926 817 535 

      stuartdobbie@btinternet.com   

Business Manager:   Keith Ward 07969 895 317   

                          keith66ward@gmail.com  

Media:                Martin Gliddon    07979 522 882  

                rrecwestmids@gmail.com  

Informal Lunch           Rob Fisher: 01562 755 617           

Coordinator:               fishernewdyne@gmail.com  

 

Contributions for inclusion in the Section Magazine should be sent to: 

Martin Gliddon, 84 Frobisher Road, Coventry, CV3 6NA or by email to 

rrecwestmids@gmail.com   

 Copy deadline for the Summer magazine is June 20th 2021 

 
Your Committee 

www.rrecwestmids.com 2 

The Editor, West Midlands Section nor the RREC cannot and will not accept responsibility for any product or service state-

ments made within this publication. Opinions or comments from any contributor are not necessarily those of the West 

Midlands Section, the RREC, Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motors, or the Editor. Copying  in any form, printed or electronic. Is 

strictly prohibited 
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Martin Gliddon 

Editorial 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

Thanks to the wonders of the Interweb, we were able to hold a virtual  
Committee meeting via Zoom. This was quite a surreal experience but one 
that seems to work well although there is no substitution for face2face 
meetings.  

Apart from deciding what, how, why and where our events calendar was 
heading this summer, we had to streamline the committee to ensure      
everyone was doing their part in the running of the Club. I’m very pleased 
to announce that David Parkes was unanimously voted back as President, 
his views are always found to be of importance, and we welcomed Keith 
Ward to the Committee. Keith, an engineer by trade, is a long time Rolls- 
Royce and Steam boat aficionado, and is the proud owner of Buttercup - a 
20/25 Rolls-Royce, which is undergoing restoration and Hasty, a steam pow-
ered narrow boat - also undergoing restoration. Keith has agreed to take 
over the role of Business Manager. Whilst on the subject of roles,    Stuart 
Dobbie has agreed to be our Treasurer and Rob Fisher our Informal Lunch 
Co-ordinator. This means that every Committee member now has an im-
portant job to do. I’m sure you will join me in wishing them well in their 
new roles. 

We must also say a fond farewell to Graham Greenwood and Nick Haes who 
have stepped down from the Committee and we thank them for all they 
have done for the Section. 

Keep Well and Keep Safe. 

Martin Gliddon 

As always, I look forward to your contribution. Please send your articles, 
pictures etc. to me by email at rrecwestmids@gmail.com or by snail mail to 
84 Frobisher Road, Coventry CV3 6NA 
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New and views from the Section 

Chairman Mike Ridley 

 

Chairman’s Chat 

 
 
 
 
 

 
You know only too well that nothing has been happening by way of Section 
activities, but fear not, when the Government’s restrictions are lifted, your 
Committee will hit the road running. 
Rob Fisher has arranged a calendar full of not so ‘Informal Lunches’. We 
anticipate eager participation in these events and unusually high          
attendance and so, would ask you to give Rob at least 48 hours notice of 
your intention to arrive. This will allow him to brief the venue and ensure 
they have the staff to cater for you. 
Stuart Dobbie has arranged a driving day incorporating lunch, details within 
this issue. Another good excuse to get the cars on the road. 
Following last September’s excellent picnic at Steve & Michelle Gardner’s 
home, we will be holding two more at member’s homes during summer and 
autumn. 
 
Another interesting piece of news is that your committee is contemplating 
re-defining membership of the Section. 
Instead of members having to pay subscriptions to RREC and then pay a  
further fee to the Section, membership of the Section will be automatic and 
free to all RREC members living within our geographical area. Everyone will 
be able to receive our quarterly magazine or enjoy access to the website, 
which so ever they prefer. The only reason that we hesitate is that the RREC 
is also considering some changes which impact on our plans. 
 
As I am sure you are aware, Hunt House have an IT system and website that 
is not fit for purpose and the desire to remedy this is a top priority with the 
new Board. It is possible that by the latter part of this year, they will have in 
place a system, and more particularly a website, that all Sections can      
contribute to and will be accessible to all RREC members. 
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If this is so, then the need for a magazine or website of our own, with its 
consequent costs and effort on the part of committee members, will be  
unnecessary. Our only task will be to update our Section information on the 
main website. Advertisers will benefit hugely, as instead of reaching a    
market of 300+ members in the West Midlands, they will be able to reach 
many thousands world-wide. 
 
We are, of course, aware that a very few members do not have or use the 
internet, and we have no wish to see them excluded from knowledge of 
Club activities. So there are still matters to be resolved. However, our      
objectives are to encourage greater participation in Section activities by the 
whole membership, reduce the costs of that participation and membership 
and increase the awareness of the Club and all that it has to offer to a far 
greater audience. We will keep you posted as to our deliberations. 
I look forward, as I am sure you do, to seeing the back of Covid and getting 
our cars back on the road and enjoying each others company. 
Mike Ridley 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Rolls Royce Silver Shadow 11 1978  Mileage 95,000 

Price £13,500 

 In the last three years  I’ve spent £10.000..Rather than spend money 
making it look like it’s just come out of a showroom, I spent it on making 
the car usable and reliable.  

Further details on the Classified sales page of the Section Website - 
www.rrecwestmids.com 

Contact Roger Phillips Mobile 07850 315257 Email Rphilstrat@aol.com  

For Sale 
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All welcome at these wonderful 

events 

 

Informal Events 2020 

 All informal events for 2021 are from 12:00 noon.  

PLEASE NOTE THE DATES OF THESE EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further details can be found on the Section Website. Please check the site 
regularly 

 www.rrecwestmids.com 

For those members without internet access, please ring a committee    
member for the latest news on events 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

20th May   The Holt Fleet  
16th June  The Old Bull at Inkberrow (Provisional to be confirmed) 
14th July  The Talbot at Knightwick 
18th August  The Plume Of Feathers, Much Wenlock (Provisional to be 
confirmed) 
15th September   The Fleur de Lys, Lowsonford (Provisional to be con-
firmed 
13th Oct   The Anchor Leek Wootten (Provisional to be confirmed) 
24th Nov  Queen and Castle Kenilworth (Provisional to be confirmed) 
 

PLEASE NOTE: These events are no longer just turn up. Please 

give Rob Fisher a ring on 01562 755 617 of your intention to  

arrive and to reserve your place. This will not commit you to 

attend, but ALL the venues now need to know how many places 

to cater for and follow Government Guidelines.  

THERE ARE A MAXIMUM OF 30 PLACES AT EACH VENUE 

All Events are subject to Government Covid-19 Regulations 

https://www.rrecwestmids.com
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Join us at these Formal Events - 

Booking Essential 

 

Formal Events 2020 

All the listed events have to be booked prior to attending.  Booking details 
can be found in the magazine or forms for these will be either found on the  
events page of the Section Website, sent as an email or included with the 
relevant copy of the Section Magazine. 

  

21st - 24th June - Our Three Day Summer Event - Please see Page 10 

25th - 27th June - RREC Annual Rally at Burghley House - details in S&S 

11th July                 Drive it day.  Starting and finishing at The Butchers Arms,      
            Priors Hardwick - Please see Page 20 

30th July - 1st August - Silverstone Classic - Please see Page 8 

 

 

 

 

Further details can be found on the Section Website 
www.rrecwestmids.com 

 

For those members without internet access, please ring a committee    
member for the latest news on events 

 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

https://www.rrecwestmids.com
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Dear Members, 
After many years away we are planning to return to this fabulous 

event.  The Silverstone Classic will celebrate its 30th year in 2021 and is now 

one of the country's premier classic car racing events.  Not only are there 

thousands of cars to see on the club stands but there is a whole weekend 

of racing with various classes of cars from old to (relatively) new. 

 

The event runs over a 3-day weekend and has so much to see and 

do.  Check it out at www.silverstoneclassic.com.  The Paulerspury Section 

have registered us as an attending car club which provides us with an           

in-field display area for Club cars and special discounting.  You can come on 

any day, multiple days or book a weekend pass and it is open to members 

of all RREC Sections. 

 

 

To book your tickets go to the website www.silverstoneclassic.com/

tickets and choose your tickets from the “Car Club Display” options (the 

second set of tickets on the screen).  Car Club Display tickets are effectively 

a 2-for-1 offer using our special code 139CCD2021 and provide two adult 

entry tickets and a car pass for the in-field display.  The prices shown are 

full price until you apply this code at the checkout stage.  For example, a 

whole 3-day weekend pass for two adults costs £105 (plus £7.50 processing 

and mailing) when the code is used.  Club car packages are only for sale 

until 31 May 2021 or until they run out. 

 

 

Silverstone Classic 
30 July - 1 August 2021 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

https://rrec.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e430d69fbc8af755d0416cc0&id=e8a4c60d8c&e=5e604499cc
https://rrec.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e430d69fbc8af755d0416cc0&id=3d9b0c8829&e=5e604499cc
https://rrec.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e430d69fbc8af755d0416cc0&id=3d9b0c8829&e=5e604499cc
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Please note that the booking is only complete once you provide your car 

details (a link to do this is sent via e-mail after you buy the tickets).  Also 

note that cars need to be on display and static for the whole day           

(10am- 5pm) as this is a busy, public event.  Only Club cars are allowed into 

the in-field display area and it must be the car you register (although, there 

is a form to change your Club car details if necessary). 

Come along and join in the fun at a legendary venue and only a few miles 

from the Hunt House. 

 

Steven D Murray 

Treasurer – Paulerspury Section 

Steven.Murray@rrecpaulerspury.org.uk  

www.rrecwestmids.com 

mailto:Steven.Murray@rrecpaulerspury.org.uk?subject=Silverstone%20Classic%20eBulletin
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Mike Ridley 

Three Day Summer Event 

Summer Break 
 
Everyone is welcome to our 3-day summer break, which will dovetail nicely 
in with the National Rally. So make a week of it with us from Monday 21st to 
Thursday 24th June and then Burghley from Thursday to Saturday. 
 
We will be staying at the Three Ways House Hotel in Mickleton, Chipping 
Campden, the home of the world famous Pudding Club. Our programme 
consists of the following; 
Monday lunchtime, gather at the Broadway Tower, the highest point in the 
Cotswolds, with staggering views and excellent facilities for lunch and      
refreshment. 
Onward to our hotel where we will experience the gourmet extravaganza of 
the Pudding Club. A modest main course followed by the presentation by 
the Pudding Master, with all due ceremony, of no less than six puddings, of 
which you can try every one. 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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Three Ways House Hotel 

...more yummy puddings! 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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On Tuesday we are off to nearby Stratford on Avon, where we will enjoy a 
fascinating ‘behind the scenes’ tour of the Royal Shakespeare Company. 
After lunch, we will relax with a 90minute cruise along the beautiful River 
Avon. 
 
On Wednesday we drive to the Royal Worcester Porcelain works where we 
will enjoy an introductory talk by Roger Green, who was one of their Master 
Potters, followed by a tour of their museum. 
After lunch, we visit Madresfield Court, near Malvern. This wonderful house 
has been in the Lygon family for over 400 years. 
It’s then back to the hotel for our final night party with some excellent     
entertainment and allowing you to dance off the effects of all those        
puddings  
 
Hotel costs are £540 per couple and £375 per single, which you pay the   
hotel on departure. To reserve a room, telephone the hotel on 01386 
438429 and have your debit/credit card details handy. (3 night stay) 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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Madresfield Court 

Please send a deposit of £170 per couple or £85 per single, to cover costs of 
entertainment, trips and wine to 
Mike Ridley, Eden House, Birch Row, Broseley, TF12 5NP or mikerid-
ley@hotmail.co.uk, BACS, sort code  
30-15-39, A/c 00337771 . 
Cheques payable to West Midlands Section RREC. 
 
I appreciate that some of our members live close by to the hotel and some 
of our visits. If you do not wish to stay at the hotel for 3 nights or wish to 
give some of the visits a miss, just let me know and I will calculate the cost 
of your revised package. You will still need to book your required              
accommodation directly with the hotel, but I will do the rest. 
I look forward to seeing you all in the Cotswolds. 
Mike Ridley 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

mailto:mikeridley@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mikeridley@hotmail.co.uk


 14 

 



 15 

 



 16 

 



 17 

 



 18 

 

Pics by George Zdanko 

George Zdanko 

Early Days 

 
It's funny how the mind goes back into the past, remembering the pleasant 
aspects of one's life. Having pulled out an old photograph, I thought that I'd 
share it with you. 
 
 
As part of my colourful past, some of which still haunts me, allow me to  
present a pleasant memory, a picture of a vehicle I used to own, a Commer 
15 cwt van, which I used from summer 1967 to late 1968.  
 
 
It was also used as a transport for the band of which I was a member and 
traversed from it's various base locations, namely Cheltenham (digs at 91 
London Road...) and my parents' home at Lower Quinton near Stratford on 
Avon, to various destinations all over the UK. Bookings as far as Torquay, 
Paignton,  Eastleigh near Southampton, Trowbridge, Wilts, Oxford,           
Birmingham, Coventry, Kidsgrove, Manchester, Blackburn and many other 
venues.  
 
 
The number of times I was pulled-up at three or four o'clock in the morning 
by the local police patrols, near Stow on the Wold on the famous Fosseway 
Roman road, chugging slowly up-hill, was bizarre. The police and I almost 
became life-long friends....! Hence my respect for the boys in blue. 
 
 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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The name of the band was "Rycerze". The band played continuously for  
forty years, my own involvement musically being a mere thirty eight years. 
Once the Commer van was sold, I went to run a few old bangers, one of 
which was a Daimler Conquest with pre-select gearbox and fluid-flywheel. 
This started an association with and the love of Daimler cars and limousines, 
which exists to this very day. At various stages a count of fourteen was 
achieved. The current Daimler quota is a mere ten examples.  
 
No fool like an old fool. No doubt you'll say "Poor Mrs Z..!!"   
 
Then, along came the Rolls-Royce’s, which I will cover in the next edition… 
 
(I had one of these as well, ex BT in sunshine yellow with a ladder rack. I also 
used it for band transport in my old Rock and Roll days...great machines - 
Ed) 
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Stuart Dobbie 

Drive it Day 

A note for your diaries… 

11th July 2021 - Drive it Day. 

At the time of writing, this event is provisional pending Government Covid 

rule changes and the availability of the Venue. 

Arrive at 10.30am for tea/coffee and biscuits at The Butchers Arms, Priors 
Hardwick. 

Set off at about 11am for a drive around England's Green and Pleasant 
Land before returning to The Butchers Arms. 

About 12.30pm 3 course lunch with tea/coffee to finish. 

The lunch will be choices before the day, as before, so the restaurant can 
prepare beforehand. The choices and price I will not know until later when 
they start to open up in May. 

If members can let me know their intention to attend I can let The Butchers 
Arms have a better idea of numbers, at present I have said about 30, but it 
would be nice to have more. Obviously on a Sunday they normally would 
expect to be quite busy, so getting in early with numbers would be an    
advantage. Members can contact me via 
email: stuartdobbie@btinternet.com with their intended numbers. It would 
also be nice to have a good display of cars.  

Further details will be emailed to intending participants and will  be      
available on the Website 

mailto:stuartdobbie@btinternet.com
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Martin Gliddon 

Lockdown Laughter 

The FUTURE ………………………….. 

Ordering a Pizza in 2022 
CALLER: 
Is this Pizza Hut? 
GOOGLE:    
No sir, it's Google Pizza. 
CALLER:  
I must have dialled the wrong number, sorry. 
GOOGLE:  
No sir, Google bought Pizza Hut last month. 
CALLER:  
OK. I would like to order a pizza. 
GOOGLE:  
Do you want your usual, sir? 
CALLER: 
My usual? You know me? 
GOOGLE: 
According to our caller ID data sheet, the last 12 times you called you or-
dered an extra-large pizza with three cheeses, sausage, pepperoni, mush-
rooms and meatballs on a thick crust. 
CALLER:  
Super! That’s what I’ll have. 
GOOGLE: 
May I suggest that this time you order a pizza with ricotta, arugula, sun-
dried tomatoes and olives on a whole wheat gluten-free thin crust? 
CALLER:  
What? I don’t want a vegetarian pizza! 
GOOGLE:  
Your cholesterol is not good, sir. 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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CALLER:  
How the hell do you know that? 
GOOGLE: 
Well, we cross-referenced your home phone number with your medical 
records. We have the result of your blood tests for the last 7 years. 
CALLER: 
Okay, but I do not want your rotten vegetarian pizza!  I already take med-
ication for my cholesterol. 
GOOGLE: 
Excuse me sir, but you have not taken your medication regularly.  Accord-
ing to our database, you purchased only a box of 30 cholesterol tablets 
once at Lloyds Pharmacy, 4 months ago. 
CALLER:  
I bought more from another Pharmacy. 
GOOGLE:  
That doesn’t show on your credit card statement. 
CALLER: 
I paid in cash. 
GOOGLE:  
But you did not withdraw enough cash according to your bank statement. 
CALLER:  
I have other sources of cash. 
GOOGLE: 
That doesn’t show on your latest tax returns, unless you bought them 
using an undeclared income source, which is against the law! 
CALLER:    
WHAT THE HELL! 
GOOGLE:  
I'm sorry sir, we use such information only with the sole intention of 
helping you. 
CALLER:  
Enough already!  I'm sick to death of Google, Facebook, Twitter, 
WhatsApp and all the others.  I'm going to an island without the internet, 
TV, where there is no phone service and no one to watch me or spy on 
me. 
GOOGLE:      
I understand sir, but you need to renew your passport first. It expired 6 
weeks ago… 

Welcome to the future  
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