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Events for 2018 
 

August     27th WM Section Rally - Pershore Plum Festival,  

                                      The Abbey, Pershore, WR10 1DT (See pages 10/11) 

September     28th Coffee Morning Gathering in Aid of Macmillan  

              Cancer Care - The Bell, Broadheath (See page 13) 

October          31st Halloween, “Flying Spares”? TBA 

November     22nd  Men & Motors  (venue to be confirmed) 

November      25th Christmas Lunch & AGM – Barnt Green Cricket Club 

Contact Anne Bremer on 01386 556945 – email: annebremer@me.com 
                            For further details on any event 

Magazine editor Graham would be pleased to receive any contributions from 
members.  

Either post to:     22, Barnwood Close, Redditch, B98 9JE  

or email:              g.greenwood@blueyonder.co.uk 

Informal Lunches in 2018 – from 12 Noon  

3rd THURSDAY of each month  (except January, February & December) 

No booking, just turn up and join us  

July       19th The Kinnersley Arms, Leighton, SY5 6RN 

   A newly refurbished pub with a lot of history, between Ironbridge and             

Shrewsbury. Web site here:    www.thekyn.co.uk/home 

August  16th The Queen Elizabeth Inn, Main Street, Emley Castle,  

                         WR10 3HS 

Sept.    20th The Baiting House at Upper Sapey, WR6 6XT 

Oct.     18th       Codsall & Wergs Garden Centre, Wergs Hall Rd,  

                         Codsall, WV8 2HJ 

Nov.      15th       The Wagon Wheel at Grimley, WR2 6LU 

mailto:g.greenwood@blueyonder.co.uk
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The Team   

President:  David Parkes (wife Barbara) 
  01684 561119 -                       ddparkes@waitrose.com   

 

Chairman: Brian Bremer (wife Anne) 
                07809 569101 -                  briansclassics@yahoo.co.uk 

    

Secretary:  Anne Bremer (husband Brian) 
  Cholwyn, 9 Beechcombe Close, Pershore, WR10 1PW 

 01386 556945 or 07805 106557  annebremer@me.com  
 

Treasurer  Steven Malek (wife Jill) 
   Cullen House, Eardiston, Tenbury Wells, WR15 8JH 

         01584 881703 or 07792 406778  barbicansun@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Magazine   Graham Greenwood  
Editor  07960 164879               g.greenwood@blueyonder.co.uk
  

 
Other Committee Members: 

  
Our Section’s Life Members – RREC 50 year membership badge holders 

R.W. Tookey, Doug Macmillan, Don Maclean 
 
RIP. Graham Neale 
 
1912 Silver Ghost - Biplace, at the 
Schlumpf collection in  Mulhouse, France 

Jill Malek                 01584 881703 

jillmlk@btopenworld.com 

Martin Gliddon    07979 522882 

m.gliddon@sky.com            

Mike Ridley             07890166408 

mikeridley@hotmail.co.uk 

Christine Oatridge    07983 988707 

coatridge@hotmail.co.uk (observer)    

David Williams   01676 533961 

wiljru@supanet.com 

Rob Fisher              01562 755617 

robnewdyne@gmail.com 

Nick Haes              01902 847848 

sales@thelawnmowerhospital.co.uk 

 

mailto:annebremer@me.com
mailto:barbicansun@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:g.greenwood@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:m.gliddon@sky.com
mailto:mikeridley@hotmail.com
mailto:coatridge@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:wiljru@supanet.com
mailto:sales@thelawnmowerhospital.co.uk
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In memory of the recent demise of a 

West Midlands Section holder of an 

RREC 50 year membership badge 

The late  Graham Neale 

By our West Midlands Section President 

David Parkes 

Writing, and sharing, my reminiscences of  

Graham Neale, a true disciple of the  

engineering skill of Sir Henry Royce, who 

would have praised the detail commitment and dedication for perfection, that  

Graham achieved. 

My first encounter of Graham goes back some forty years, to when he had 

completed full build and restoration of the 1912 Rolls-Royce 40-50hp London 

to Edinburgh light tourer, Rippon Brothers Ltd chassis 2500E with its' out-

standing boa constrictor horn. There were many others that followed over the 

years, taking a bare chassis and creating what Eric Barrass  once described as, 

"what Rembrandt was to painting, so Graham Neale was a true artist in the 

saga of Silver Ghosts". 

Graham Neale looked the image of a military officer, tall, upright, a rather shy 

man, his days were regimented with precise times for his daily duties, but 

above all a very modest man who largely shunned praise or publicity. 

Before joining the RREC Graham was part of a band of enthusiasts, who start-

ed meeting in 1959, at The Mitre Oak, just outside Kidderminster, they were 

known as The Worcester's, all were owners of Rolls-Royce motor cars, and 

were hands on in keeping their cars running, two however stood above the 

others the legendary Joe Fildes, and Graham Neale. 

It came to pass that a certain Marks & Spencer employee, at their Cheltenham 

branch, Eric Barrass, was told of this group, and visited one of their meetings, 

giving a lecture as to why they should join the RREC, most joined, but Gra-

ham held back before being bullied by Eric, thus in 1964 he joined "The 

Club". 
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Throughout his life Graham had an endearing passion for the internal combus-

tion engine, having as a young lad helped in his Grandfather's Longbridge gar-

age, he developed a love of putting rather sad neglected Rolls-Royce motor cars 

back on the road, this of course developed into a passion for the Silver Ghost, 

which, working from home, he produced some outstanding restorations, span-

ning more than sixty years dedicating his lifelong knowledge  of these cars, in 

fact he often said that cars after 1930 he had little interest in. 

In 1970 the West Midlands Section was formed, and any new member, who had 

a veteran car, turned to Graham, who offered sterling advice and freely gave his 

time in helping his fellow enthusiasts'. 

When the Schlumpf  motor museum was  taken over by the French Government 

after the Schlumpf brothers fled to Switzerland, after bankruptcy, it was Gra-

ham who was called upon to re-commission the collection of Rolls- Royce mo-

tor cars, but what induced him was the collection of Bugatti cars at the museum, 

Graham had once owned one. He also constructed a 1916 fourteen litre Ameri-

can LeFrance, this car was accepted by the VSCC in 1989 and took pride of 

place at the Madresfield event, at which Graham had many years service to the 

club. 

For a number of years Graham's wife Mary was the fund raiser, and treasurer of 

the section, until her sad passing in 1985, thus Graham rarely attended lunches, 

or formal events, preferring  outdoor cars shows, and his delightful award win-

ning 20hp cabriolet Coupe always had many admirers, with so many awards for 

his craftsmanship and knowledge of those early cars he was a walking encyclo-

paedia, of which we as a section were proud that he gave so much to those that 

cried for help. 

We shall each remember Graham for what he achieved , thus the section have 

dedicated an Annual Graham Neale Memorial Day as a tribute. 

Graham Neale was one of Nature's Gentlemen, and perhaps no finer tribute to 

his life and character than to say of him "He was a true Yeoman of England" 

David Parkes 

West Midlands Section President  
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Chairman’s chat - by Brian Bremer. 
 

 

Changes to the MOT regulations from 20th May 2018. 

There has been quite a considerable debate surrounding the Governments proposed 

plan to exempt pre 1978 cars from MOT testing. 

Having checked the date for my Shadow I realised that this year was to be the last 

one where it would require testing. 

I was not overly concerned that I would gain a ‘fail’, or any advisories. Through reg-

ular maintenance plus the unexpected previous ‘fail to proceed, there was little left 

that could go wrong. 

The Shadow was duly sent over to my Engineer for a pre test check and then the Test. 

As expected the phone call a few days later confirmed this. A pass, but! 

On driving back to Tewkesbury, my Engineer felt that the steering did not feel cor-

rect. So, back into the workshop and considerable head scratching initially failed to 

detect anything. 

Going by instinct, the Engineer decided with some assistance to put the steering on 

full lock whilst using a Dental Mirror to probe deep into each front axle. 

What emerged can be seen from the pictures. 

Severe breakdown of both front rubber dough-

nuts. On removal of the front wheel assembly, 

they simply fell apart.   

No fault of the MOT tester as, at Test, all 

seemed well. 

Now, the question is, had this been one 

month later, my Shadow would have 

been already exempt and possibly this problem area would not have been detected. 

This could and most likely would, at a high speed drive along a motorway, lead to a 

significant loss of safe steering. Although I was reassured that the “wheels wouldn’t 

have fallen off”, steering most defiantly could cause an accident. 

My personal view, and one shared by many Classic Car editorials is, “many unsa-

voury characters are waiting to churn out cars no longer safe to be on the road” 
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There is a fear that once again we will end up in the situation that led up to MOT 

testing at the end of 1950/60s, where cars were falling apart and totally unfit to be 

driven. 

There is also a thought by many that the Government have taken this step as a means 

to remove the older cars from our roads by simply waiting for an non MOT’d vehicle 

to be involved in a crash where there are fatalities. 

Then steps will be taken to turn the Law in favour of stripping all cars over a set age 

from accessing any of the Highways. 

This sounds alarmist and may not be true, however, as a result of my recent experi-

ence, my Shadow will receive an annual check over by my Engineer and a suitable 

report provided. 

There will come a time when my Shadow passes into someone else’s hands. I would 

prefer to have knowledge that at least my car remains safe to be used. 

So, should the MOT exemption remain, be modified or be cancelled? 

That I cannot answer, my only suggestion to all Club members, please consider  

having a regular Annual check. 

Now that Summer has seemingly arrived let’s get out there and enjoy the driving and 

getting out to Events, lunches and Shows provided by other organisations. 

My last one was to Highnam Court near Gloucester on behalf of the  

“Pied Piper Appeal”. 

This is a two day event which costs nothing except time and petrol, but is a fantastic 

show. 

Sadly on returning home, the Shadow has developed a tendency to prefer “failing to 

proceed”. Again! 

It seems that last years problem has returned    &&^^%&%& 

 

An update will follow once the problem is 

resolved and we’re back on the road. 

 

 

 

 

Our Chairman's  

beautiful,  

slightly recalcitrant,  

Shadow  
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 Recent Events 

ST. GEORGES DAY LUNCH      23rd April 2018 

Twenty four  West Midland Section members, celebrated “St Georges Day“ in style 

at the Elms Hotel, Abberley, the hotel setting was made grander with our Bentleys 

and Rolls-Royces parked outside the main entrance. 

Cars present were Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith of Harry Knight, Rolls-Royce Silver 

Shadow of David Kershaw, Bentley Arnage of Rob Fisher, Bentley Continental GT 

of Robert Clark, Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph of Geoffrey Raybold plus a Bentley 

Arnage of Steven Malek, and an assortment of not proper cars, our Chairman Brian 

Bremer’s Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow was not present, it has been unwell, and is re-

covering nicely after a visit to John 

Adams, our friendly RR/Bentley 

doctor Nr Tewkesbury. 

We all met at high noon, for a sit 
down lunch at 12.30. Dining on 
English roast beef, or chicken. We were looked after by David of the Elms very well, 
with a nice room reserved for our party, plus a special seating arrangement for Angie 
and Robert Clark, Rod and Val Badlands. 

We all said our goodbyes around 3 pm, a few of our members took a scenic route 

around the local Worcestershire roads to Cullen House, Eardiston the home of Steven 

& Jill Malek for Tea & Scones, and of course to met up with Brookland, their Black 

Labrador, and then departed for their journey’s home. 

Steven Malek Treasurer WM RREC 
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Our Section Annual Rally at Pershore Plum Festival 
 

Bank Holiday Monday 27th August 2018 - WR10  1DT    
 
£10 per car and two people – extra passengers £3 each 
 
 

This is a really great day with so much to see and do – never mind the 
grand selection of other Rolls-Royces and Bentleys.  Our usual parking 
area next to the Abbey has been reserved and the marquee ordered. 
 

When you book you will receive a map of the site, Car Pass and en-
trance details and Committee Members will Marshal our cars, arrival 
should be between 10.00am and 12 noon. The cost to attend is to cover 
the contribution to Abbey Funds, admin costs for the parking passes 
and the punch etc. (If you just book direct with the Classic Car Show 
Organisers you will not park with the Section cars). Again there will be 
the presentation of the Coley Rose Bowl at 2.30 pm accompanied by a 
glass of punch and nibbles.     
 

Jill is not catering this year so remember to bring your own picnic and 
chairs, tables will be available in the Marquee as usual for your use if 
you wish. 
 

To help fund the cost of the marquee, Jill will be running a ‘Mystery 
Gift’ table, £5 for three parcels – each one will contain a gift, large or 
small.  To make this worthwhile Jill needs donations of prizes or a 
monetary contribution so she can buy some prizes – please contact her 
if you can help in this way 01584 881703 or email: 
jillmlk@btopenworld.com. 

  

mailto:jillmlk@btopenworld.com
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WEST MIDLANDS SECTION ANNUAL RALLY AT  
PERSHORE PLUM FESTIVAL MONDAY 27th AUGUST 2018 
 

 One car & 2 People                               £10.00  

 Plus       Guests @ £3 each             £_______  

 

     Total             £_______ 

for this I enclose a cheque made payable to West Midlands Section RREC 

or 

I have paid the above amount into the Section Bank Account           

Lloyds – Sort Code 30 15 39 - Acct. No. 00337771 in the name  

West Midlands Section Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts Club –             

(reference your name and ‘Pershore’) 

 
 NAME:_____________________________________________ 

 

 ADDRESS__________________________________________ 
 

 ___________________________________________________ 

 

 Telephone __________________________________________ 

 

           Email:  _____________________________________________ 

 

 Car Details: 

RR or Bentley, Model & Reg. 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Please return to:  Jill Malek, 

Cullen House, Eardiston, Nr Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire WR15 8JH  

jillmlk@btopenworld.com              phone 01584 881703.  

mailto:jillmlk@btopenworld.com
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 Recent Events 

 

Ragley Hall Classic Car Show. May 27th. 
A great day was enjoyed by all , in the late May sunshine, where a good  

number of members cars were in 

evidence. David Williams won a 

prize for the best American  built 

car with his 1927 Springfield       

Phantom 1, Murphy.       > 

<      A members 1921 Phantom, 

won the prize as the oldest car in 

show!  

 

Many models of members car were 

represented.  

These are a selection of some of the 

oldest beautiful cars on show. 
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Our Coffee Morning Gathering  

in aid of the Macmillan  Cancer Care Charity 

September 28th 2018 

 

 

 

The plan is to have a coffee/cake start to the day at 10.30 to 12.00 at The 

Bell at Broadheath followed by lunch, and a informal drive for those who 

want to go in the afternoon, details will be given on the day for this. 

RREC WM and MacMillan Cancer Fund Coffee Morning & Lunch 

Meet at The Bell @ Broadheath, Worcestershire WR2 6QG    10.30 am 

Name/s ________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

Contact number/e-mail  ________________________________________ 

Number attending      ________________ 

Option I/we will bring a cake      yes/no 

Lunch will be @ £12.00, coffee £3.50 including cake, per head. 

Send forms to: Mrs Jill Malek, Cullen House, Eardiston,  

Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire WR15 8JH   

jillmlk@btopenworld.com        phone 01584 881703. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*note all profits will be sent to Macmillan Cancer Care  

from RREC West Midlands 

mailto:jillmlk@btopenworld.com
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PRESS RELEASE  04/2018 

Classic Motor Cars offers bespoke classic car  

finance through JBR Capital 

World-class specialists Classic Motor Cars (CMC) are now offering bespoke personal  

finance for classic car purchases and restorations through JBR Capital.  

The new offering combines the exacting service standards of two-time restoration of the 
year winner CMC with finance options from the UK’s only independent finance provider 
dedicated solely to high end vehicle finance.  

Nigel Woodward, Managing Director at Classic Motor Cars, said: “Besides their charm or 
nostalgic appeal, classic cars can offer excellent potential as investments. With the tailored 
finance solutions provided by JBR Capital, enthusiasts can now turn their dream into reality. 
Owning a classic has never been easier.” 

Darren Selig, Executive Chairman at JBR Capital, said: “We’re delighted to be working 
with Classic Motor Cars, opening up a range of finance options to prospective and current 
owners of classic cars.”  

The available restoration finance options include staged payments and early settlement op-
tions to suit almost everybody, equity release against existing vehicles therefore releasing 
funds that would otherwise be tied up, and refinancing for customers who have existing 
finance agreements. 

For classic car purchases, the finance options include equity release, credit line finance  
allowing buyers to move very quickly and seal the deal, hire  

purchase allowing individuals to pay for their car in monthly instalments, lease purchase 
which is similar to the hire purchase but with a balloon payment at the end of the fixed term 
and refinancing.  

### 

For further information about Classic Motor Cars, please contact:  

David Barzilay – T: +44 (0) 7860 322 333 | M: +44 (0) 207 544 8980 | E: da-
vid@barzilay.co.uk  

Julian Menendez – T: +44 (0) 7838 547 531 | M: +44 (0) 207 544 8831 | E: ju-
lian@barzilay.co.uk    

www.classic-motor-cars.co.uk/classic-car-finance 

 

Classic Motor Cars Ltd of Bridgnorth | World-class specialists in classic cars 

Classic Motor Cars (CMC) were founded in 1993 and have over the ensuing years built an 
international reputation for classic car restoration to world-class standards, to the extent that 
they are the only company to have won the Restoration of the Year Award twice, in 2011 
and 2017. 

Staffed by a highly experienced team of engineers and technicians, CMC operate from mod-
ern 60,000 sq. ft. purpose built premises based in Bridgnorth, Shropshire, in the United 
Kingdom, where some 50 to 60 cars can be found in the workshops every month, ranging 
from classic Jaguars to Aston Martins, Bentleys, Bugattis, Ferraris, Lancias and more, in-
cluding modern prestige marques. 

They offer a comprehensive service for classic car owners, including general servicing, up-
grades, accident repairs, repaints, parts, full restorations, storage, transport, car sales and 
even bespoke car design.  

 

mailto:david@barzilay.co.uk%20a%20
mailto:david@barzilay.co.uk%20a%20
mailto:julian@barzilay.co.uk%20%20
mailto:julian@barzilay.co.uk%20%20
http://www.classic-motor-cars.co.uk/classic-car-finance
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Recent Events 

The RREC National Annual Rally - 22nd/24th June 

A great time was had by all in present at our national annual event, as usual there 

were a fabulous range of members cars, some of which a shown here. 

I think, that one I found of greatest interest, was this ‘Butler’ Phantom lll that was 

designed by De Havilland, commissioned by De Havilland chairman Alan Butler, 

and coachbuilt by H J Mulliner, then presented to Field Marshall Montgomery. I un-

derstand that it was his favourite of the three Phantoms he had, and he used it until 

1962. 

There were lots of cars for sale, these are a few 

of them 

 

No shortage of options to chose from! 
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It was very warm that  

weekend 
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Members cars were on show everywhere in the sunshine 

 

Burghley House is a stunning place 

to visit, obviously 

with lots of  

history and full of 

amazing artifacts. 
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New! West Midlands Section Website now live    

         By Martin Gliddon 

On the 7th May, the Section’s new website went live. At present it can only be  
accessed by a link from the main RREC website, and by those section members 

who have the website address, near the end of this article.  

That will be everyone who has paid their section dues and receive this magazine. 

 

The website will contain a huge amount of information, which will be updated on a 

regular basis, and will include an online application from for section members to 

renew their annual section dues.  

With the continual increase in printing and distribution costs, section members who 

renew online will be able to opt out of receiving the printed version through the 

post, and instead download an electronic version, which they can of course print 

out for themselves at home.  

By doing this, section members are really helping out in reducing the outgoings 

that the Club has to find each year. Section members who take up this option will 

be given access to the password that will unlock the Magazine page. 
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There are also event pages, where you can not only see the events we are attending 
– your support is always welcome at these but also pictures from past events. 

A gallery of members car’s – please see below for details of how to get your car on 
the website  – and a contact us form for enquiries and more. 

If you want to add your car to the Section Gallery, please email a picture of it to me 

at     m.gliddon@sky.com with the following information: 

Car’s year of manufacture 

Type of car (Shadow 1, or Spur II, Phantom1, etc.) 

Registration Number 

Owner’s Name 

Body type and manufacturer 

Chassis Number 

Exterior colour 

Interior colour. 

The site address is:      www.rrecwestmids.com  

The website password is R0llsR0yce, each o being a number zero! 

Please visit the site and if you have any suggestions or changes/new ideas you 
would like to see incorporated into this, please let me know via the contact form on 
the website. 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

A few more mem-
bers cars from our 
Ragley Hall Event 

mailto:m.gliddon@sky.com
http://www.rrecwestmids.com
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Humpty Does Hollywood (well almost)  By Martin Gliddon 
We are still enjoying our ownership of Humpty, the 1992 Silver Spirit II, and in fact 
he is now the most used Classic we own, so lovely to drive and ride around in.  
It came as a bit of a shock to get a phone call one evening from Paul Guinness, the 
editor of Rolls-Royce and Bentley Drivers Magazine, enquiring about the availability 
of Humpty for a photoshoot for the Magazine. Apparently, Oskars at Krown Rust-
proofing (did I mention them before?), had been chatting to Paul and mentioned 
Humpty in the conversation. The Magazine wanted to publicise a section within on 
SZ cars and their owner’s. One vital section appeared to be on how affordable a SZ 
was, sort of ownership on the cheap…and Humpty seemed to fit the bill. Paul also 
wanted someone who was new to Rolls-Royce ownership and how they           
found the overall experience and costs involved. Here is where we sort of fitted the 
bill! 

After a couple of dates that didn’t happen for one reason or another…primarily 
weather and availability – I suppose going on holiday counts in this – the  date of 26th 
April was chosen, mainly because the BBC weather forecast showed cloudy with 
sunny intervals and NO rain.  

Well the Beeb’s weather forecast is always right isn’t it? 
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The due date finally arrived and Paul tuned up to be introduced to Humpty and us 
as his owners. He was actually introduced to the whole fleet, but that is not what 
we a talking about here. A venue had still not been decided upon and we men-
tioned two fairly local to us places. The first was our local pub and restaurant, The 
Old Mill in Baginton, so off we jolly well went… 

The actual building was not really suitable for what Paul wanted, but there was a 
delightful outbuilding where Humpty was positioned near to whilst numerous pho-
tographs were taken.  

The second venue we had chosen was Coombe Abbey. Now this is a 13th century 
Abbey that has changed considerably over the years, with Capability Brown de-
signed gardens and lake along with some later additions to the building.  

However, a lot of the original building still remains and is now a very expensive 
hotel, which has a very quirky interior. The area is now a Country Park owned by 
Coventry City Council and well worth visiting as it is really outstandingly beauti-
ful.  

The building is accessed after driving down a long straight road, passing the visitor 
centre and several car parks until a narrow bridge over a moat is reached.  Signs 
here state NO PHOTOGRAPHS without permission. The road continues to a small 
loop and the Hotel entrance.  
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A very short discussion took place on whether or not it was worth risking just tak-
ing the car in and photographing without asking…so off I went to ask.  

As I approached the front door, a well suited man with a gold badge exited the ho-
tel. Now he could have been anyone, but he looked as if he had something to do 
with the Hotel, so he would be asked. To be honest, for all I knew he could have 
been the janitor – well it is a posh hotel. Anyway, on asking if it was alright to take 
some pictures of the car, and being asked if we were selling he said we would be 
alright.  

Not hanging around, Humpty was quickly driven into position and many, many 
pictures taken. After Paul had exhausted every available angle, and some I had nev-
er thought of, he asked for Humpty to be driven outside and over the bridge for 
some more shots with the building in the background. More and more pictures were 
taken and I thought that in the old Brownie 127 days, he would have used up about 
100 rolls of film by now. Thank heavens for the digital age! 

Eventually, after waiting for people to get out of the way because they were in shot, 
and for the weather to “not be so” sunny, Paul announced he had taken enough pics 
for the magazine and we made our way back home. Humpty of course behaved  
impeccably and made Paul 
wish he owned one… 

His Rover 25 was no com-
parison, honestly! 

At the end of the day, Paul 
was really encouraging for 
us to position the car for the 
best effect, and his pictures 
show this.  

As for ourselves, well we 
are so pleased to have been 
chosen for, what is really a 
superb Magazine, and one 
that has been needed for so 
long. 

 
Pictures by Paul Guinness 
and are  

published with courtesy of  

Kelsey Publications 
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Cotswold Cornucopia 

Thirty four happy souls and 16 splendid cars gathered at Upton House, just west of 

Banbury on a beautiful, sunny Monday morning, for the start of this four day jaunt, 

and the sunshine stayed with us for the duration. Driving through exquisite country 

lanes and chocolate box villages. On Tuesday we spent time in Bourton-on-the-

Water, where we could view the Motor Museum, Model Railway Exhibition, Bird-

land Park and the Model Village or just enjoy the delights of the village, known as 

the ‘Venice of the Cotswolds’  

The afternoon we drove to the Chedworth Ro-

man Villa, when an exceptionally informative 

and entertaining guide transported us back 

2,000 years. 

On Wednesday, another change of scenery, 

when we visited the Falconry Centre near 

Moreton in Marsh. There were spectacular  

flying displays and we learned how the differ-

ent types of birds hunted for their food. I knew 

that many raptors had keen eyesight, but did 

not know that some relied on a very acute sense of smell. You see, we not only enjoy 

ourselves but we get some edukashun too!!  

Following lunch at the adjacent arboretum, we 

had a very short drive to Sezincote House, a  

privately owned home, where we enjoyed a  

private visit. This wonderful house was built with 

fortunes made in India with the East India  

Company. Our guide was superb and brought to 

life all the central characters and the stories  

related to paintings, exquisite furniture and fantastic landscaping. 

If you have never been on one of these three day breaks, do come and join us next 

year. 

There is no better way to enjoy your motor car and you can do it in convivial compa-

ny, whilst visiting fascinating locations. Watch this space! 
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