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The Editor, West Midlands Section nor the RREC cannot and will not accept responsibility for any product or service state-

ments made within this publication. Opinions or comments from any contributor are not necessarily those of the West 

Midlands Section, the RREC, Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motors, or the Editor. Copying  in any form, printed or electronic. Is 

strictly prohibited 
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Martin Gliddon 

Editorial 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

It would have been a lovely thing to have written that we have survived and 

all was well out there in Rolls-Royce land. Sadly, I can do no such thing and 

what was to have been our glorious 50th anniversary with all the trimmings 

of special events for all is not to be...but all might not yet be lost - see page 

10. At the time of writing this we are just about to start a further period of 

lockdown, a phrase previously only heard on TV’s Pointless programme in 

the past but having much more sinister overtones in this day and age. What 

ever happens in the future, we will have more events and they will be 

better than ever so please support your section by trying to get along to at 

least one before the year ends, we will be so pleased to see you (and your 

proper car)! 

 

I hope you like the colours I’ve chosen for this issue, they are supposed to 

represent summer and bring a feeling of happiness from all this gloom. 

 

At the end of the day, please, please, please follow the advice given by the 

Government and Medical staff and above all...STAY SAFE. 

Martin Gliddon 

As always, I look forward to your contribution. Please send your articles, 

pictures etc. to me by email at  rrecwestmids@gmail.com or by snail mail to 

84 Frobisher Road, Coventry CV3 6NA 
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New and views from the Section 

Chairman Mike Ridley 

 

Chairman’s Chat 

 
Events move so fast that I cannot be sure that, what I write as fact now, may 
not be so when you come to read it. However, let me tell you where we are 
as I write. 
In the hope that “lockdown” will soon be a fading memory, we are            
endeavouring to arrange some welcome events to get the Section active 
again. You will see from the events page that we are hoping to hold the ‘one 
hell of a party’ I promised you in the last issue of the magazine. This will be 
our 50th anniversary bash in September. 
This will be followed by a lunch at the famous Pudding Club in the Cotswolds 
in October, a lunch and illustrated talk by the three remarkable ladies (of 
mature years) who rowed the Atlantic and finally our Xmas lunch and AGM. 
Much to look forward to, together with our informal lunches, which should 
recommence no later than August. Check our website for up to date        
information.  
In the last issue I wrote about some of the problems affecting the RREC,  
involving a certain Mark Hardy and his accusations concerning the financial 
management of the Club.  Despite having been thrown out of the Club for 
his appalling behaviour and the approval of the accounts by our auditors, 
this odious man persists in his allegations, with litigation pending against 
some of our Board Directors. I suspect litigation will not proceed, it just   
being the bullying tactics of this individual. However it does cause stress and 
worry for those on the receiving end of such threats. Added to these     
problems, there are those who are seeking the resignation of the Board, 
despite the fact that most of the long standing Directors will be retiring at 
the AGM in April 2021. I recently wrote to members saying that sufficient 
signatures (5% of the Club membership) had been gathered to allow the 
calling of a general meeting, the purpose of which was to demand the     
resignation of the Board.  
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In these circumstances, it seems sensible to me to await the 2021 AGM 
when we all have an opportunity to elect a new Board, without any of the 
attendant unpleasantness. Those that have given of their time to serve the 
Club are honest and honourable members. They may have made mistakes, 
but show me someone who has made no mistakes and I will show you 
someone who has tried or done nothing. 
Right now the Board needs our support. In April 2021, the Club will need 
your votes for a carefully selected new team. 

 
Can you help ???? 

 
 
I need to beg , steal or borrow a large projector screen for use at an illus-
trated talk on 15th November. The bigger the better. 
 
If you could help, please contact Mike Ridley asap on 
 
01952 796579 or mikeridley@hotmail.co.uk  

Lyn Geraghty and Ian Turland 

It is with sadness that I must advise you of the loss of two 
Section members. 
Lyn Geraghty, the wife of Eon, died after a long and progressive 
illness. Lyn attended many functions until more recent times, 
when her ailing health made this impossible. 
Ian Turland died on 8th June following a two year battle with   
cancer. Ian is the only other member of the Club who I know to 
have flown a Spitfire.  
I am sure you will wish to join me in passing condolences on to 
Eon and Christine. 
 
Mike Ridley 

mailto:mikeridley@hotmail.co.uk
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Section President 

David Parkes 

Presidential Prose 

www.rrecwestmids.com. 

  

 I am sure that 2020 will be a year that will forever be in our memories, a 
year that put most of us under lock & key with a blight that has caused so 
much distress not only to business, but family life. 2020 will also be         
remembered as a supposed celebration of the founding of our West       
Midlands'  Section back in 1970. Fifty years on it will be overshadowed by 
Corona Virus (Corvid19), in my youth Corona was a bottle of pop with a 
stopper! We still hope for some celebration before the year is out, we will 
meet again, don't know where, but when that green light is shown your  
section will be ready.  

Looking through some of my motoring books, 
some going back to 1899, I came upon a series of 
albums issued pre-war by John Player & Sons. 
These books hold a collection of cars from the 
1930's and one collected the cards which were 
inserted into a packet of Players Please, a       
popular cigarette during the early-mid last      
century. You paid a penny for the book to start 
your collection and then one would collect the 
cards, which could take many months as the 
books had the feature of each car. You then had 
to collect that card to insert into the book. A 
smoker was puffing like a chimney pot so that 

the collection could be gathered! Safety First was a book issued in 1935 
with a forward by Leslie Belisha, the then Minister of Transport (the year he 
introduced the driving test) and for many year at pedestrian crossings you 
had the flashing Belisha beacons which bore his name. 
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This book offers information as to what a 
motorist should do or not to do with a series 
of illustrated captions, again one had to   
collect the car to put into the album. Many 
of these cars are now forgotten by a younger 
motorist. To name a few there were, AC,  
Alvis,  Armstrong-Siddeley, Austin, Daimler, 
Hillman, Sunbeam, Humber, Jowett, Brough 
Superior, SS Jaguar, Riley, Vauxhall ,  
Lanchester, British Salmson, Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley… there were many more             
manufacturers but most had disappeared by 
the mid thirties. These little books offer an 
insight into the glorious years of proper    
motoring, when you swopped ROP (Russian 
Oil Products) for better octane products such as Mobil, Shell, Cleveland, or  
Dominion which stopped the engine "pinking". 

A few years ago Barbara and I were guests of the late Keith Jay and Louis 
when we stayed with them in Bognor Regis. Keith had set up a yearly     
gathering to visit the home of Sir Henry Royce, Elmstead at West Wittering, 
where a short service was conducted by the Rev; Stuart Hanklin. The road 
was closed off, all the local residents took part and admired the show of 
cars. Sir Henry was a perfectionist and once when engaging a new cook 
asked the question about the potatoes that were placed before her in     
various sizes. "How would you cook these potatoes"? If she chose any size 
she was dismissed as Sir Henry pointed out they should all be much the 
same size as they cooked evenly. There is a workshop a short distance from 
Elmstead where Sir Henry worked, he had not entered the Derby factory 
since 1911, however after his death, for many years his ashes were placed 
in number one workshop. 

Some years ago that most eminent pillar of the British judiciary, Lord     
Denning who ought to speak the truth if any man should, told in after     
dinner speeches that after he was gazetted as Master of the Rolls, a lady 
wrote to him to arrange a service for her Rolls-Royce Corniche. 

And, to end did you know that during the First World War Rolls-Royce made 
rifles? Keep smiling till we meet again when laughter will prevail. 
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All welcome at these wonderful 

events 

Simply turn up  

Informal Events 2020 

 All informal events for 2020 are on a simply turn up from 12:00 noon basis- 
no booking required.  

 

 

There will be no informal events until 30/6/2020 when the situation will be  
     reviewed:- 

 

  16th Jul The Oakley Arms, Brewood ST19 9BQ 

  20th Aug Dodford Inn, Dodford B61 9BG 

  15th Oct The Millstone Hare, Southam CV47 2DL 

  19th Nov Fleur de Lys, Lowsonford B95 5HJ 

 

All dates are now PROVISIONAL and are subject to change or cancellation 

Further details can be found on the Section Website 
www.rrecwestmids.com 

 

For those members without internet access, please ring a committee mem-
ber for the latest news on events 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

At the time of going to print, these events are still going ahead 

https://www.rrecwestmids.com
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Join us at these Formal Events - 

Booking Essential 

 

Formal Events 2020 

All the listed events have to be booked prior to attending.  Forms for these 
will be either found on the Section Website, sent as an email or included 
with the relevant copy of the Section Magazine. 

  

There will be no formal events until 30/6/2020 when the situation will be 
reviewed:- 

 

At the time of going to print, these events are still going ahead 

 Thu 17th Sep    50th Anniversary Party, at the Holt Fleet Inn, near  
                Ombersley TBC 

 Thu 22nd Oct   Pudding Club, Mickleton  GL55 6SB  

 Sun 15th Nov   3 Women in a boat - Lunch and speakers at Hogarths      
   Stone Manor Hotel, Kidderminster DY10 4PJ  TBC 

 Sun Dec 6th      AGM/Xmas Lunch (venue to be announced) 

All dates are now PROVISIONAL and are subject to change or cancellation 

Further details can be found on the Section Website 
www.rrecwestmids.com 

For those members without internet access, please ring a committee mem-
ber for the latest news on events 

TBC = To Be Confirmed 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

https://www.rrecwestmids.com
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Mike Ridley 

50th Anniversary Lunch 

It would appear that I was being optimistic when I cancelled our formal and 
informal events up to the end of June, due to the Covid 19 pandemic. Since 
then, we have lost the Model Aircraft Show at Cosford in July and had     
cancellation of the Pershore Plum Festival in August. 
Pershore was a blow as it is our Section Rally, a very popular event 
and was to be made even more special as this is the 50th Anniversary of our 
Section. I have no intention of letting such an important milestone in our 
history passing uncelebrated and so, proceeding with my incurable 

optimism, I am looking to arrange a luncheon in 
September ( the month of the Sections inaugural 
meeting). 
The provisional date for this event will be      
Thursday 17th September, and to be held at the 
Holt Fleet Inn, near Ombersley. This very special 
event will have one very special feature. There will 
be no charge for members and their partners, 
where their Section membership was paid up by 
1st June 2020. 

 
Of course, non- members are most welcome and I will advise of the 
cost per head as soon as possible. 
 
Keep your fingers crossed that the Inn stays in business and is allowed to 
open, that the need for social distancing is history and that we are all fit and 
well enough to participate. 
 
I will keep you all posted. 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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Some  views of our visit to the Holt 

Fleet last year 
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Answers on page 26 

Brian Spencer 

Lockdown Quiz 

Something for us seniors to do to keep those ageing grey matter cells ac-
tive...not that YOU’RE that old...!  

1-  Johnny's mother had three children. The first child was named April. The 
second child was named May.  What was the third child's name? 

2- There is a clerk at the butcher shop, he is five feet ten inches tall and he 
wears size 13 sneakers.  What does he weigh? 

3- Before Mt. Everest was discovered, what was the highest mountain in 
the world? 

4-  How much dirt is there in a hole that measures two feet by three feet by 
four feet? 

5-  What word in the English Language is always spelt incorrectly? 

6-  Billy was born on December 28th, yet his birthday is always in the       
summer.    How is this possible? 

7-  In California, you cannot take a picture of a man with a wooden leg. Why 
not?   

8-  What was the U.S. President’s name in 1975? 

9-  If you were running a race, and you passed the person in 2nd place, 
what place would you be in now? 

10-  Which is correct to say, "The yolk of the egg are white" or "The yolk of 
the egg is white"? 

11- If a farmer has 5 haystacks in one field and 4 haystacks in the other 
field, how many haystacks would he have if he combined them all in 
another field? 
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Martin Gliddon 

Lockdown Laughter 

A very small country in Africa was ruled by a King and his Queen, both  
wanted to be like the Queen of England so they bought themselves a Rolls 
Royce. Each day they would sit proudly in their Rolls Royce and wave to 
their people.  Their highly decorated thrones almost abandoned in their 
grass hut. 
The rainy season arrived and not wanting to leave the Rolls Royce to the 
weather they decided to move the thrones and decided to store them in 
the rafters of their hut, they were then able to drive the Rolls Royce into the 
hut away from the ravages of the weather. Because space was limited they 
would have to sleep in the Rolls Royce. 
One night there was an awful creaking from the roof of the hut, without 
further warning the rafters snapped and the thrones fell from the roof 
crushing the Rolls Royce and killing the King and Queen. 
The people were devastated at the loss of their monarchs. 
The moral of this story is that... People who live in grass houses shouldn't 
stow thrones.  

STOP PRESS 
A last minute addition to our events   

calendar is the provisional booking on    

Sunday, 15th November at Hogarths, 

Stone Manor Hotel for a lunch followed 

by an amazing talk called “Three Women 

in a Boat”.  Not to be missed! 

Full details will be published, hopefully in 

the next edition of your Section         

Magazine and on the Section Website. 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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Exploring the subtlety  of the 

advertiser’s craft 

Martin Gliddon 

Rolls-Royce Adverts 

Having spent a large amount of my working life in marketing, I’ve always 

been fascinated by the advertisers and copywriters art and how they can 

manipulate their wording to make you want to buy...which is what it is all 

about. Take the “between the wars” advert below...no wording whatsoever, 

simply a “we are the best and we know it” attitude and a chocolate box  

picture of how you can have halcyon days if you buy a Rolls-Royce.  The 

quite modern looking ad opposite was Rolls-Royce’s first advert, followed 

by an advert from Charles Rolls’ own showrooms. Finally, we have a       

combined advert which gave the impression of  how the world will open up 

with luxury, with Rolls-Royce powering you all the time...in the 50’s & 60’s 

for most people it was a case of  “dream on”. 
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Mike Ridley 
 

Reminiscing 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

 

We can but reminisce! 

So many plans were laid. As Spring approached we prepared our cars,  
consulted maps, sent off our booking forms, paid our deposits and eagerly 
awaited adventures anew. 
 
 
Alas, it was not to be. Suddenly, we received a Chinese takeaway we had 
not ordered, and everything we had ordered had to be cancelled. In our 
case, this included all events arranged up to the end of June. Who knows 
what will happen beyond that date? 
 
 
The biggest blow was the cancellation of our Golden Anniversary 3 day 
break, scheduled in June and sold out by last Christmas. We were not the 
only victims, as our venue, the fabulous Chateau Impney Hotel, has closed 
permanently. This was to have been the seventh break I had arranged 
since joining the West Midlands Section, and I cast my mind back to the 
first in 2014, based in Ross on Wye, Herefordshire. The following pages 
show memories of a happier time. Maybe you were there and can find 
yourself amongst the photos. This is just a reminder of how good things 
will be again. 
 
 
Keep safe, keep well and keep the cars prepared. We’ll meet again, don’t 
know where, don’t know when…… 
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Above: Gathering at The Chase Hotel, Ross on Wye, our base for the 
next three days. Now being converted to flats. Shame! 
 
Below: Our picnic in the main entrance to Eastnor Castle, at the insistence 
of the owners, who then took us on a fascinating tour of their splendid home. 



 24 

 

www.rrecwestmids.com. 

Above: The group at the Hendre, Charles Rolls’ ancestral home. Everybody        
received a dedicated and signed copy of the biography of CS Rolls from the author, 
Bruce Lawson, following a fascinating illustrated talk. 
Below: A very relaxing cruise along the River Wye and just approaching Symonds 
Yat.  
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Brian Spencer 

Lockdown Answers 

Quiz Answers:  

 

1-  Answer: Johnny, of course. 

2-  Answer: Meat 

3-  Answer: Mt. Everest; it just wasn't discovered yet. [You’re not very good 
at this are you?] 

4-  Answer: There is no dirt in a hole. 

5-  Answer: Incorrectly 

6-  Answer: Billy lives in the Southern Hemisphere. 

7-  Answer: You can't take pictures with a wooden leg. You need a camera 
to take pictures. 

8-  Answer: Same as is it now - Donald Trump 

9-  Answer: You would be in 2nd. Well, you passed the person in second 
place, not first. 

10 -Answer: Neither, the yolk of the egg is yellow [Duh] 

11- Answer: One. If he combines all of his haystacks, they all become 
one big one. 
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Martin Gliddon 

Happier times 

Pershore Plum Festival 

Ragley Hall New Member’s Lunch 

The Old Bull, Inkberrow 

Valentine’s Day Lunch 
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