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Martin Gliddon 

Editorial 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

From the feedback for the last issue, it would seem that the changes made 

to the Magazine were appreciated by everyone. I spent a good few hours 

creating the design, which was then passed over to Graham for editing and 

printing. This has brought about a further change in the Committee struc-

ture, which has seen Graham move over to become  the Section Business 

Manager and for myself to take control of all media for the Section.  

Graham has to be congratulated on doing a superb job of dragging the mag-

azine into the 21st century and changing it from a newsletter to the publica-

tion you receive today. His ideas for a better finish to the paper quality is 

one that has really worked well.  Graham’s forte has always been in net-

working and arranging events etc, something he really excels at, so it is a 

really good move to see him take over this position. He will, I’m sure do well 

here with his new duties. 

Well, where do I begin...I think firstly I would like some feedback on the col-

ours of the Magazine. What do you think of the Blue theme for this issue or 

would you rather go back to the earthy colours of the last issue? I could 

change it like the seasons if you wish, having a different theme colour for 

each issue. Please let me know? 

As always, I look forward to your contribution. Please send your articles, 

pictures etc. to me by email at  rrecwestmids@gmail.com or by snail mail to 

84 Frobisher Road, Coventry CV3 6NA 
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Martin Gliddon 

Important Notes 

This edition of your Section Magazine will be the last you will receive unless 

you renew your annual subscription for 2020.  The form to renew was en-

closed with the last Magazine or you could pay online on the Website, 

www.rrecwestmids.com If you need another form, please let me know. 

Annual Membership is only £15 and you will get this publication delivered 

to your door each quarter as well as total access to the website and the 

invitation to join us  for our packed events calendar. Lifetime Membership 

costs £25, yes, just a single payment, but you will only get the Magazine as 

a free download from the Section Website. All other section benefits will 

apply to Lifetime Members.  So, if you have not renewed of even joined for 

2020, please do so soon. Obviously, if you have already renewed or joined, 

then this won’t apply to you. 

As with the last issue, there are some forms included with this edition. 

These are the booking forms and menu choices for: 

The Valentines Day Lunch on 14th February 2020 

The Welcome Lunch on 8th March 2020 

The St.George’s Day Drive and Lunch on 23rd April 2020 

If you wish to attend any or all of these events, please complete the forms 

and send them along with the appropriate payment to the person and ad-

dress named on the form. 

www.rrecwestmids.com. 
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Section President 
David Parkes 

Presidential Prose 

www.rrecwestmids.com. 

Welcome to 2020. Can it really be fifty years since we borrowed ten pounds 
(old money £.S.D.) from the RREC to set up our own section? 

The Section formed in 1970, although a group of dedicated fans met in the 
early 1960's, including Phil Taylor a Quinton Undertaker who later formed 
the Midland Rolls-Royce Club. The likes of Stephen Southall, Jo Fildes, Gra-
ham Neale and Doug Macmillan were onlookers who had not thought of 
joining a club…but the indomitable Eric Barrass (M&S Manager, Chelten-
ham), who was a pragmatic leader and one who you listened to, hauled 
them into submission.  The first Chairman was Fred Barnard, whose family 
had connections with the formation of Malvern Water (HM Queen's Favour-
ite), Heaton-Goff a Malvern Dentist, Cecil Smith as Chairman and John Pen-
nington, who became Secretary. The Section grew with new members mov-
ing over from the Gloucester Section as the West Midlands seemed more 
active. Progress was slow, and by the late 1970's was at a low ebb. Then like 
a bolt of lightning, a dog-collared, violin playing angel dropped upon us, 
calling all Sir Henry Royce followers to "come and join him"!  The man, was 
the Reverend Fred Coley, an eccentric, colourful character, who rescued the 
Pat Collins "Goliath " showman's steam engine and went on to attend 
shows with his various engines over the years. His Rolls-Royce was known 
as the black lump (James Young Limo; 1938), later painted in Indian Ivory 
and black.  Today we continue with new members joining, not only because 
of the magic RR but because it has become an extended family where 
friendships are made that often last a lifetime. This year there are many 
events which the committee have put into the diary, please attend. Start 
with informal lunches, progress to the formal ones and celebrate our glori-
ous 50 in September. One final thought, we are told All Bran keeps you reg-
ular, why then do some Rolls-Royce Motor Cars fail to Proceed?  

Wishing you all "Happy Motoring 2020 style" 

David Parkes 
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New and views from the Section 

Chairman Mike Ridley 

 

Chairman’s Chat 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

  

 

When I assumed the role of Chairman just 12 months ago, I had two clear 
objectives. The first was to increase the Section’s membership. We have in 
excess of 400 RREC members within our geographical area and, at the be-
ginning of the year, only 102 of those were members of our Section, the 
other 300 having no means of gaining the full enjoyment of ownership of 
their cars. 
 
The second objective was to increase the participation by members in the 
various events that were organised by their elected committee. Too many 
events were either poorly attended or had to be cancelled due to lack of 
support. If I could achieve these objectives then many more people would 
enjoy the ownership of their cars much more. 
 
I am delighted to report that great progress has been made on both fronts. 
Section membership now stands at 158, a massive 50% increase and let me 
tell you about participation. Our informal lunches have blossomed, with a 
choice of better venues, and we are now getting attendances of around 24 
members at each meet. Many of our formal events are sell outs.  
Our Section Break in Cambridge was completely full and was a wonderful 3 
days. Our AGM and Christmas lunch was a most enjoyable event with a 
marvellous atmosphere with over 60 members and guests attending.  
 
The Deputy Chairman of the RREC was in attendance, together with his fel-
low Director, Gerard Le Clerc from Switzerland, and they told me that five 
Section AGMs were being held that day and ours had the highest numbers 
of members in attendance. We are holding our Golden Anniversary 3 day 
break next June and, as I write, this has now sold out and is fully booked.  
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www.rrecwestmids.com 

This success is due to the enthusiasm, hard work and dedication of your 
small but effective Section Committee and it has been a joy and a privilege 
to work with them. I am delighted that all have been re-elected with the 
addition of Stuart Dobbie, who has already got one event up and ready to 
go. 
 
I hope that you all had a well-earned break over the Christmas period and, 
above all, wish you a very healthy New Year. You will need all your strength 
to keep pace with a Section that is MOTORING!!! 
 
Mike Ridley    
 

 

 

 

 

An Apology.  

At our recent AGM, I announced to all present that our President, David 
Parkes, had indicated that he would only accept that office for the year 
commencing 25th November 2018 and no further. Instead of first checking 
with David as to his wishes for the future, I simply thanked him for his sup-
port and help during the year, bade him farewell and wished him a happy 
retirement.  

This came as a shock to David who, I now realise, was just being coy and 
playing hard to get. I am delighted to report that David has accepted my 
apology for my foolish error and, more importantly, agreed to continue as 
our President.  

Mike Ridley 
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All welcome at these wonderful 

events 

Simply turn up  

Informal Events 2020 

 All informal events for 2020 are on a simply turn up from 12:00 noon basis- 
no booking required.  

 

 

  16th Jan Washford Mill, Studley B80 7BD 

  20th Feb The Talbot, Knightwick WR6 5PH 

  19th Mar The Fox, Chaddersley Court  DY10 4QN 

  16th Apr The Old Bull, Inkberrow WR7 

  14th May Queen and Castle, Kenilworth CV8 1ND 

  25th Jun Holt Fleet, Ombersley WR6 6NL 

  16th Jul The Oakley Arms, Brewood ST19 9BQ 

  20th Aug Dodford Inn, Dodford B61 9BG 

  17th Sep Plume of Feathers, Much Wenlock  SY5 6LP 

  15th Oct The Millstone Hare, Southam CV47 2DL 

  19th Nov Fleur de Lys, Lowsonford B95 5HJ 

Further details can be found on the Section Website 
www.rrecwestmids.com 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

https://www.rrecwestmids.com
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Join us at these Formal Events - 

Booking Essential 

 

Formal Events 2020 

All the listed events have to be booked prior to attending.  Forms for these 
will be either found on the Section Website, sent as an email or included 
with the relevant copy of the Section Magazine. 

 Fri 14th Feb  Valentines Lunch, Valley Hotel, Ironbridge TF8 7DW  
 Sun 8th Mar   Welcome Lunch, Nailcote Hall, Berkswell  CV7 7DE  

 Thu 23rd Apr   St. George’s Day Drive, Priors Hardwick  CV47 7SN  

 Sun 24th May  Ragley Hall Classic Vehicle Show  B49 5NJ  

 Sun 14th Jun    Classic Car Day at Toddington Station  

        Gloucestershire and  Warwickshire Railway GL54 5DT  

 15-18th Jun Golden Anniversary 3 day break - Chateau Impney  

     SOLD  OUT 

 

 19-21st Jun RREC Annual Rally, Burghley House 

 Sun 5th Jul Large Model Aircraft show, RAF Cosford WV7 3EX  

 Mon 31st Aug Pershore Plum Festival  WR10 1BB  

 Thu 22nd Oct Pudding Club, Mickleton  GL55 6SB  

 Sun 15th Nov An afternoon with ???  

 (venue and special guest to be announced) 

 Sun Dec 6th AGM/Xmas Lunch (venue to be announced) 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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20th October 2019 

Martin Gliddon 

Harvington Hall 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

 

Twenty seven Members attended this wonderful event and they brought 
10 equally wonderful cars along for all to see. Harvington Hall is a pictur-
esque moated medieval manor house dating to the late 14th century. It 
was built around 1580 by Humphrey Pakington, who remodelled an earlier 
medieval house.  

It was presumably 
Pakington who built 
the priest holes into 
the house, probably 
using the services of 
Nicholas Owen, a mas-
ter builder working for 
Father Henry Garnett, 
the Jesuit superior in 
England. In fact there 
are probably has more 
secret priests holes 
here than any other 
house in the country. 

Our guide for the tour, Phil, resplendently dressed in Tudor costume com-
plete with Ruff, gave a very thorough and extremely interesting talk on 
each room we visited, making sure we could see all of the priest holes and 
how  ingeniously they were hidden. He also explained how small they were 
and how the “searchers” could take up to two weeks in one house to try to 
discover them.  
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www.rrecwestmids.com 

We learnt that the “searchers” would virtually take a house apart in their 
endeavours to find a priest and the consequences for the priest if caught 
were not something to dwell on. A pretty savage lot those Elizabethans! 

After our in depth tour, we drove the short distance to the Dog Inn, where 
after brightening up 
their car park with 
proper vehicles, we 
enjoyed a fine two 
course lunch for the 
incredibly reasonable 
price of £9 per head. 

Many thanks to Rob 
Fisher for organising a 
superbly interesting 
day out. 
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8-10th November 2019 

      Martin Gliddon 

FOOTMAN JAMES CLASSIC CAR 

SHOW AT THE NEC 

 Or...Humpty goes to the NEC (and meets some friends) 

A chance meeting with the Hunt House events manager Ailsa Plain at the 
RREC National Rally where the mention that Humpty, our 1992 Silver Spirit 
II would be available if required for this event, started the whole process 
off. Ailsa decided there and then that the car would be eminently suitable 
for the RREC Stand, commenting that the Club really did need to promote 
SZ ownership and how affordable the Marque really was both in term of 

purchase and maintenance.  
So after spending the previous 
day cleaning and polishing 
Humpty, the Thursday morn-
ing arrived bright and...wet!  
Not daunted by this, by the 
time it was due to set off for 
the NEC to deliver the car, the 
rain has stopped, so the little 
amount of water that had col-
lected in beads on the car was 
quickly dried off and  cleaned. 
For those readers who don’t 

know, Humpty is virtually an everyday car (not quite) and lives outside un-
der a car port all year round. Now the car port  gives cover to the roof the 
passenger side and not much else, but regular use and cleaning does keep 
everything in order, especially seeing as it has had a thorough Krown rust-
proofing carried out. Driving into Hall 1 at the NEC. we were very quickly 
parked in our position and I was left to clean and polish  

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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everything, which was now quite dirty 
due to the wet roads.  During this  time, 
I noticed that the car behind us was 
none other than David Williams’s won-
derful Bentley Azure in beautiful Wild-
berry livery. WOW, two section cars at 
this very prestigious event.  

David turned up soon after, his car hav-
ing been delivered the day before and 
began cleaning. This was of course quite unfair as, having no roof he had 
finished the exterior and had started on the inside of his car, long before I 

had finished cleaning the outside 
of Humpty.  

There were a total of 8 1/2 cars on 
the stand. Yes the half a car was a 
small replica of a lovely 2003 
Bentley Continental GTC, compete 
with Teddy Bear driver. Chris an I 
helped man the stand on the Sat-
urday, and were overwhelmed by 
the interest shown by an younger 
section of the viewers in Humpty, 
we were quite hoarse by the end 

of the day. Alongside Humpty were several en-
gines relating to Rolls and Bentley cars, two of 
which had been rebuilt by Rolls-Royce Appren-
tices who were justly rewarded for their 
efforts.  Also on show were a 1952 Bentley R 
Type with a Mulliner body, a 1936 Bentley 4.25 
Ltr Coupe a 1907 Silver Ghost, a 1922 Rolls-
Royce 22hp with Barker 4 door tourer body 
and a brand new Ghost, of which the less said 
the better… 

Later in the day, we had a special visitor  to the 
stand, none other than the Stig, who seemed 
to revel in sitting in Humpty and having his pic-
ture taken, although he didn’t say very much! 
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November 21st 2019 

Martin Gliddon 

The Talbot Inn 

I suppose one could call it a grey 
day, a very grey day. One of those 
days when the sun never pokes 
it’s head through the clouds, 
there is a mist in the air and the 
temperature never goes above 5 
degrees, Celsius that is. Even so, it 
certainly did nothing to discour-
age over 20 section members 
(and a couple of future ones) 
from enjoying the convivial com-
pany of the WM Section Informal Lunches.  

This was the first time, I think, we  had been to the Talbot Inn at Knightwick 
and we are planning another informal lunch here in February 2020, the 
20th to be exact. I have to warn anyone who is thinking about joining us 

then, the portions here are enor-
mous as we all found out. People 
who know me will testify that I 
won’t shy away from a tasty pud-
ding, having rather a sweet tooth, 
or several, but after gorging my-
self on Chicken and Leek 
Pie…”phew” were the only words 
I could mutter.  Everyone seemed 
to agree, the meals were substan-
tial and extremely well cooked. 
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The car park also had a goodly se-
lection of proper cars in it and sev-
eral pleasing comments were 
passed by other parked up motor-
ists in their lesser car and roller 
skates. The afternoon ended far 
too quickly and we steered Humpty 
back toward Coventry and 
home...well home was reached via  

 

Pershore and Evesham as the traffic 
around Worcester was gridlocked. A 1.5 
hour journey took nearly three, but 115 
mile round trip was made very pleasura-
ble sitting in sumptuous luxury. 
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1st December 2019 

Pictures by Krystyna Boyes 

Martin Gliddon 

AGM & Xmas Lunch 

 
It was a beautiful and very sunny win-
ter’s morning, typically freezing cold 
when we set off for Hogarths Stone 
Manor Hotel, where the AGM and 
Xmas Lunch were to be held.  Unusually  
we had decided to give Humpty a rest 
and drove to the venue in Chris’s Jaguar 
XF. Comfy and more economical, but 
no match for a proper car… 

On arrival, several section member’s cars had already arrived and after the 
usual pleasantries and greetings we made our way out of the cold into the 
room where the event was to be held.  We quickly assembled the section 
display boards and found ourselves a table where we could sit for the 
meeting and lunch. Very soon the room filled up and the AGM got under-
way. I have to say that this was thankfully short, no one having any ques-
tions or AOB’s to talk about. So, the best part of the event came next, Xmas 
Lunch. Some 58 members and their guests enjoyed a very pleasant 3 course 
meal with drinks and there was plenty of banter and merriment on all the 
tables.  All too soon, it was time to leave and say our goodbyes, wishing oth-

ers a very Merry Christmas and happy New Year 
and wend our way homeward.  

All in all a very successful event which seemed 
to be enjoyed by all, well judging from the com-
ments and thanks the committee received. 
Thanks to Nick and Bel Haes and Mike Ridley for 

organising a great day out. 

 

Gerard LeClerc looks to be enjoying himself 

Happy and relieved organisers 
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Meanwhile, out in 

the car park...just a 

couple of views of 

some of the sixteen 

Section Member’s 

cars that graced the 

car park 

Pictures on this page by 

Martin Gliddon 
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14th February 2020 

Mike Ridley 

Valentine’s Lunch 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

 
This is the first formal event of 2020 and should be a wonderful start to 

our year. 

 

Make a day of it and give yourself time to enjoy this World Heritage site, 

including The Iron Bridge, which has just undergone a major refurbish-

ment. Take a stroll along the riverside, either in peaceful Dale Park or 

along the wharfage with it’s many interesting shops, or take time to visit 

The Museum of the Gorge, all within easy walking distance of our hotel. 

 

We gather at 12.30 in the Valley Hotel with lunch at 1.00pm, then sit back 

and enjoy some first class entertainment from Dave Chance, an excellent 

singer/comedian.  

Maybe you will even be tempted to get up and have a dance with your 

Valentine! 

The Valley Hotel, Buildwas Road, Ironbridge, Telford TF8 7DW  

Further details can be found on the Section Website. 

 

Ticket price is £35.00 per head. We need your booking form and menu 

choices in real soon!! 

Booking forms and menu choices are loose leaf with this magazine. 

Further details are available on the Section Website 

 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x10511284305432780475&id=YN1029x10511284305432780475&q=Best+Western+Valley+Hotel&name=Best+Western+Valley+Hotel&cp=52.63111114501953%7e-2.496330976486206&ppois=52.63111114501953_-2.496330976486206_Best+Western+Valley+Hotel


 23 

 

www.rrecwestmids.com 

 

Starters  

Chicken Liver Pate, Apple & Tomato Chutney, Toasted Croutes, 
Date Puree 

             Prawn Cocktail,  Iceberg Lettuce, Marie Rose Sauce                                                          

           Cream of Mushroom Soup, Baked Croutons                                                                                

 Goat’s Cheese & Pesto Bruschetta, Red Onion Marmalade 

                                          

Main Course 

Braised Blade of Beef, Fondant Potato, Spinach, Braising Sauce 

Roast Breast of Chicken, Dauphinoise Potato, Port Wine Sauce 

Fillet of Seabass, Pesto Potato Salad, Chive Butter Sauce  

Mushroom Spinach Squash Risotto, Parmesan Cheese 

 

Dessert 

Vanilla Pannacotta, Fruit Compote, Shortbread Biscuit 

Chocolate Brownie, Chocolate Sauce, Vanilla Ice Cream 

Sticky Toffee Pudding, Toffee Sauce  

Vanilla Crème Brulee, Shortbread Biscuit 

 

            Please make us aware of any special dietary require-
ments or allergies  

Dishes contacting nuts are highlighted in bold. 
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8th March 2020 

Christine Oatridge 

Welcome Lunch 

Formerly known as the New Member's Lunch, This special event is for all 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts Club members whether they belong to the West 
Midlands Section or not. It's a gathering of like minded enthusiasts with 
one thing in common - a love of all things Rolls-Royce or Bentley. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to mingle with existing Section Members and dis-
cover exactly what joining the Section can offer you. 

 
 
 

Nailcote Hall Hotel, Nailcote 
Lane, Berkswell CV7 7DE 

 
 
 
This year we are at Nailcote Hall in Berkswell and have managed to exclu-
sively book their modern  Golf Pavilion, which overlooks a magnificent golf 
course and lake. The well appointed Pavilion Room  has it's own  bar. For 
those who have mobility issues, a lift is available to the dining room.  The 
building also has its own private car park where there is plenty of space in 
which to park your pride and joy. 
A three course meal will be provided with a great menu selection to in-
clude tea and coffee, at a cost of £28.50 per person. The Venue is the SEC-
OND turning after the traffic lighted bridge and we will meet at 12.30 for 
13.00 lunch. 

Booking forms and menu choices are loose leaf with this magazine. 

Further details are available on the Section Website 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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Nailcote Hall Hotel -Sunday 8th March 2020 
 
 
 

Cream of Leek and Potato Soup 
Fan of Melon 

Fresh Berries & Home Churned Sorbet 
Chicken Liver Pate 

Toasted Sour Dough & Fruit Chutney 
Classic Smoked Salmon 

Buttered Brown Bread, Lemon Wedge & Cracked Black Pepper 
Red Onion and Mozzarella Tart 

Dressed Mixed Leaves & Balsamic Reduction 
 

*** 
Roast Sirloin of Scottish Beef 

Roasted & Creamed Potato, Seasonal Vegetables, Yorkshire Pudding & Pan 
Gravy 

Roast Loin of Pork 
 Roasted & Creamed Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetables, Pork Jus & Apple Sauce 

Supreme of Chicken Breast 
Roasted & Creamed Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetables & Pan Gravy 

Fillet of Hake 
Wrapped in Parma Ham, Green Puy Lentils & Steamed Tender Broccoli 

Roast Vegetable Wellington 
Roast Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetables, Carrot & Thyme Puree 

 
*** 

Warm Chocolate Brownie 
Vanilla Ice Cream 

    Apple Crumble 
Vanilla Ice Cream 
Fresh Fruit Salad 

Home Churned Sorbet 
Cheese & Biscuits 

Crackers, Fruit Chutney, Walnut Bread 
(£2.75 Supplement) 

www.rrecwestmids.com 
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23rd April 2020 

Stuart Dobbie 

St George’s Day Drive 

St. George’s Day Drive and Lunch           

The Butchers Arms, Church End, Priors Hardwick, Warwickshire  CV47 7SN                

    Tel. No: 01327 260504 

The Butchers Arms is set in the picturesque Warwickshire countryside.  The 
honey-hued inn sets standards for Portuguese and British cuisine. 

The owner Nuno Correia, Alison his wife and their team are all passionate 
about what they do.  As a young man Nuno left his home in Portugal to see 
and travel the world and his family connections brought him to England 
and Priors Hardwick. He started working for the previous owner, Lino Pires 
over 20 years ago.  He worked his way up to become General Manager and 
in 2015 he was given the opportunity to own The Butchers Arms when Lino 
Pires retired.   

Over the years The Butchers Arms has played host to many celebrities for 
various meals and celebrations. 

 Details: 

We aim to arrive at The Butchers Arms for 10.30am where tea/coffee and 
biscuits will be available before we set off on our drive at about 11.15am.  
The drive will be approximately an hour long, travelling around some beau-
tiful countryside before returning to The Butchers Arms, to be ready for our 
lunch at 1pm. 

The Butchers Arms is easily accessible from either the M40, junctions 11, 
12 or 13, or junction 16 of the M1.  Satnavs or a good map will take you 
there. 

www.rrecwestmids.com. 
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S T .  G E O R G E ’ S  D A Y   

Enjoy the best of everything English  

  T H U R S D A Y  2 3 R D  A P R I L  2 0 2 0  

  P L E A S E  A R R I V E  A T  T H E  V E N U E  F O R  1 0 . 3 0 A M  

 

Starters 
Leek and Potato Soup (v) 
Prawn Cocktail Prawns, Little Gem, Marie Rose Sauce  
Portobello Mushroom (veg) (v) Smoked Paprika, Garlic, Walnuts, 
Mixed Leaves 
The Butchers Arms Fishcake, Salmon, Smoked Haddock, Haddock, 
Cod, Prawns, Wholegrain Mustard Sauce (£1.50 extra) 
 
Main Courses 

Beer Battered Fish of the Day , Hook Norton Batter, Chips 

Roast Supreme of Chicken  Mushroom and Tarragon Sauce, Rice 

Sausage and Mash, Pork Sausages, Creamy Mashed Potato, Gravy 

Shepherds Pie (veg) (v), Puy Lentils, Mashed Potatoes  

Dessert 

Traditional Bread and Butter Pudding, Custard 

Apple Crumble, Custard 

Sticky Toffee Pudding, Custard 

Eaton Mess, Fresh cream  

 
Filter Coffee or Tea to finish 
£28.50 per person 
 
Booking and Menu choices form is loose leaf with this Magazine. 

 

Further details are available on the Section Website 

www.rrecwestmids.com. 
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